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TO THE 


Right Reverend Father in God, - 


Tr B&B © & No 


Lord Biſhop of 
BATH and WELLS. 


My Lord, . © 


Addreſt the firſt Edition of this 
little Book to Tour Lordſbip, 
when Tou were newly declared 

' Biſhop of this Dioceſs; and 

what I then writ was to congratu- 
late Tour Lordſhip, and to frgnify 
how happy 1 eſteemed this Clergy 
and People, in ſuch a relation. Tonr © 
Lordſhip hath now govern d ſeveral 
years among «us, and fully anſwer'd 
the expectations of thoſe that knew 
Ton, and the defires of thoſe that ' 
A 3 did 


_- The Epiſtle 


did not, in the wiſdom aud juſtice 
of Tour managements ; ſo that at 
this time Acknowledgments aremore 
Proper than Congratulations ; and 
particularly, we ought with humble 
thankfulneſs to own Tour Lordſhips 
_ care and zeal for the great Intereſt 
of the Church, and Religion that I 
preſs in this Diſcourſe, the ſucceſs 
of which hath been 'very encoura- 
ging,and particularly in this place, 
where among about 1100 Communi- 
cable perſons, Inhabitants of the 


Three Pariſhes within this City, T | 


gave the Sacrament this laſt Faſter 
to above 800 of them.T prayGod to 
continue, and to increaſe this num- 
ber; through his grace and help I 
hope to give yet a better account of 
the regularity of this People. 


. Twrit the Diſcourſe for their aſe, 
and it had gone no further if Tcould 
have 


eq 
"x8 
m6, OS. BR «AIG 275 .2+466:2a 
" Fe: 
.9 


| $5 


qt 


C tam vu. rene, Qs eres 


mi tw wm WW «a Qq t% Q 


-- Mn SP. 4 


i... Wwwd 


OO Om - ——_————— 6 In 
y 4 = 
v2 


Dedicatory. 


have got Tranſcripts enough for 
them: In defect of ſuch,T commit=- 
ted it to the Preſs, and underſtand 
fince, that God hath bleſt theſe poor 
endeavours in divers other piaces 
with ſucteſs, much beyond. my Exs 
pettations, | 


T have oftenthought ſince of wri- 
ting other little Manuals, concern- 
ing Hearing, Prayer, Meditation, 
and ſuch like, chiefly for the needs 
of thoſe of mine. own Charge, with 


 referencealſo to amore publick bene- 


fit but my great and conſtant bu- 
fineſs of preaching twice a week,and 
attendance every, day, and almoSt 
every hour of it, on the Church, or 


other ſervicesof his People will not 


hitherto permit; 


T7, heſe are Times inw'ich our ut-. 


AT mor 


The Epiltle 


moſt diligence is neceſſary, not only 
for the reducing the Miſled on the 
one hand, but for the exciting the 
Cold,and Uncoucern'd on the other: 
And tis hard to ſay from which the 


Charch hath ſuffered more, either 


the miſtakes of Zeal;or the whnt of 
it. We, Tour Lordſhips Clergy of 
this Dioceſs,befieles the other com- 


mon conſiderations of Duty, and 


Spiritnal rewards, have the Incen- 
trves of Tour Lordjbips encourage- 
ment and example ; and if we are 
remiſs, our negligence will be in- 
excuſeable, Þ-- . our guilt will be age 
gravated byour privilege. 


—_— 4% 


My Lord, 7 pray God give Tou 


farther ſucceſs in Tour pious endea- 


vours for the good of this poor, bro= 
ken,and divided Church; andmake 
all the Miniſters of it, ſaithfull,and 


induffri- | 


; Dedicatory. 
'y | induſtrious in their great, and moſt 
e | honourable Calling ; that we may . 
e gain the favour and approbation of : 

God, and then 'tis no matter how 
| we are treated, or thought of by 
perverſe and ſenſual Men. S0 
ever prayeth, 


| My Lord, 
| Your Lordſhip's 

| Moſt faithful and 

| Moſt obedient Servant, 


Fo. Glamuill, 


IT Gee OT 


Cr] 
TO THE 
PEOPLE of my Charge. 


My dear Netzhbours, ; 

Lthough We of the publick 
Miniſtry cannot expect to 
do much by our perſuaſions 
and endeavours, in ſuchan 


 — ka 


Age as this; Yet weaught to perſevere 


in our work with Courage and Refo- 
lution, and not ſuffer our ſelves to be 
overborn by any Dificulties, or Diſ- 
couragements whatſoever ; For Duty 
belongs to us, but Events unto God, 
who will reward the Labourers what- 
ever be the ſucceſs of their Labours. 
And as every M:nifter of Religion 
ought to be active and reſolved in 
the Wcrkand Patience of the Goſpel ; 
fo he. ſhall then beſt acquit himſelf in 
it, when he ſtudies the proper needs of 
the Age, and Place wherein he lives, 
and accordingly directs his endeavours 
to provide for them. Now there is 

A5s + - nothing 


Ztt Carneſt Jnbſtation 


nothing, that I know, that is wanted 


more in our Days, than a due ſenſe of } 


the Neceſlity and Advantages of the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
the general NegleCt, not to ſay Con- 
. tempt, of which, hath, I am per- 
{ſwaded, been a great and ſad Occa- 
ſion of the Devaunchery and Diviſions 


that are amongſt us; -and I verily } 


think, that there could not be a more 
effeQtual means to reduce us to Sobrie- 
ty and Wn707, than a frequent and re- 
verend uſe of that divine Inſtitution. 


From this perſuaſion | have earneſtly, | 


and oftern(as you can bear me witneſs) 


preſſed this great Duty upon your | 


Conſciences, and affectionately re- 


commended it to your Prafttice. I | 
have repreſented its Nature with all * 


Pollible Plainneſs, and urged its Ne- 


ceſfity with a Yigour in ſome meaſire 


{uitableto ſo great an Occaſion ; I have 
told you the danger of wilful neglect 
on the one hand, and the benefits of 
due performance, on the other; but 
notwithſtanding all, there are too 


many of you, that ſeem yet inſenſible, 


and 
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to the Lo2d's Supper. 33 
ed | and unconcerned. [ have publickly 
of | deſired thoſe that are either 7gnorant 
he | or d:atisfied, to accept of my private 
Th help and Initruction, and have offer'd 
N- them the utmolt of my aſhſkance for 
r- | their better information and direCtion, 
3 And after all this, | know not what [1 


1s | cando more to ſerve you in this great 
y | intereſtof yours, except I put ſome- 
e | thing into your hands that may be 
F ever with you, and that you may con- 
bs | | ſider on all accalions. Publick, Teach- 
| #225, by wordof mouth, are too much 


: looked upon as cuſtomary Exerciſes,and 
) on that account they loſe their force 
r © with ſome; andthegreatelt part even 
. of the better Auditors cannot keep 
{ their minds ſo cloſe and intent, to a 
| Diſcourſe ſpokez, as to receive it inits 
full evidence and power ; or though 

the hearers are never ſo diligent and 
careful, our words are forgotten 
gui-xly, and the affections that they 

raiſe, vaniſh without any conſiderable 

effect npon their wills. For which 
+ - reaſons I have reſolved upon this 
Courſe, to caſt ſome of the ptain 
things 


An Earneſt Jnvitation 
things 1 have preach'd concerning tie 
Holy Sacrament inio writing 3 Tiar 
thoſe who are unfit for that great 
duty by reaſon of Ignorance, may have 
the- propereſt means of Inſtruction 
that | can- provide for them always 
intheir power, and when they pleale, 
-- before their eyes: And that thoſe 
'* that deprive theinſelves of the Benefits 

of this moſt excellent Ordinznce, by 
reaſon of the 2;/!:kes of their erring 


underſtandings; may alſo. have; the 


molt ſuirable help,J.can give, towards 
the ſertiag their,qunds right, and the 
reconciling therft' to their Privilege, 
and their Dyy. ES % 

For theſe purpoſles,. I ſhall (as my 
manner 1s ) repreſent what I have ro 
fay, inthe moſt 4ijtint and eaſie way 
Il can contrive , avoiding all things 
that are hard, either in notion or ex- 
preſſion ; and ſtrive, as near as is poſ- 
ible, to ſpeak all along to the moſt 
ordinary underſtandings. For I look 
upon plainneſs as \the beſt dreſs for 
Truth, and my great care and endea- 


vour conſtantiy is, to be anderſtood 
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to the Lozd's Supper. 
by all, as far as the ſnbject will dear. 
in rhe purſeit of whar I intend, 1 
mean , by Gods help to proceed in 
this order. | 
(1) | ſhall diſcourſe with all con- 
veulent brevity, and plainneſs, the 


Nature and Dejign of the: Lords Supper. 


Ard, | ; 
(2) Give the General Reaſons to 
inforce the Daty ; under which head, 
| hall apply my ſelf ro two forts of 
Refuſers, 2i22 Thoſe that neglect 
(1) Ou the account of pur ecareleſreſs, 
and ſtupidity, and (2) Thoſe that itand 
off upon the ſcore of miſtakes of Con- 
ſcience. 

In treating with the former, I ſhall 


ſhew that their obilinate refuſal takes 


off all pretence they can have to 
Chriſtianity, and puts them into the 
ſtate of jnhdels and Heathens ; yea in- 
toa worle condition than that of  zzeer 
unbelievers, AS to the other ſort,viz, 
The d:atisfied in Conſcience, I ſhall 
conſider their Keaſons againji Commini- 
cating according to: the way of our 
Church, and ſhew that they are no 


jujtt able 
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juſtifiable Grounds, why they ſhould re- 
fuſe to join with us in that ſolemn part 


of Chriſtian worthip. 


A—— 
mm 


GHAF. 1. 


Begin with the Firſt, The ature 
|| of the Lord's Supper. Concerning 
this, there hath been an infinite diver- 
ſity of Opinions and Diſputes; tie 
effects of which differences have been 
much Noiſe, and many Tumuits, 
Schiſms and Wars, with a vaſt heap of 
miſct:iefs and calamities to the Chri- 
ftian World: I ſhall not therefore 


trouble you with any thing of needlets | 


controverlie, or notion, on this ar- 


 Zument; but ſtate it ſo far only, asit 
relates to pradtice ; and | ſhall take all | 


I have to ſay about it from the Word of 
Ged, the beſt Rule to guide us in the 


Enquiry. Andif diſputing Men would | 


have been content with ts declarations 
in this matter, all the trouble and 
miſchiefs had been avoided. But this 


hath 
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| hath been the miſery ; ſome govern 


their thoughts of this Holy Inſtituti- 


| on by corrupt and novel Traditions, 


and others by meer vain and arbitrary 


- Fancies; Yea, Thoſe who have been 


right in the main, have yet ſo mingled 
the plain truth with Atuſions,and ſpo- 
ken of it in ſuch a phantaſtical, and u- 
certain Way , that ordinary Under - 
ſtandings have been confounded, and 
thoſe that are for down-right Senſe; 
without the mixtures of Imagination, 
have not been able to tell what to 
make of har, which they heard de- 
ſcribed in ſuch a fanciful and vari- 
ons Faſhion, T his particularly hath 
been my own caſe; I had heard men 


. preach fo humourſomly, and fo di- - 


verſly about the Sacrament ; ſo much 
out of their own heads, and ſo lite 
out of the Oracles of God, Fhat I was 
quite bewildred and loſt, and came 
at laſt to that paſs, that | knew norbing 
at-all of it, whbichIgnorance, and con- 
fuſion of thoughts, was the natural 
effect of ſuch diſcourſes; For when 
men once ramble in the way of phraſes, 
| metaphors, 
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An Earn} Jnvitation 
metaphors, and conceits, as they loſe 
ther ſelves, ſo they perfectly dazle 
and amaze thoſe others, whom they 
ſhonld inſtruct. I therefore betook 
my ſelf to the plain expreſſions of Scriy- 
ture concerning this matter; in them 
I found an eaſy account of the narure 
and deſign of this divine Ordinarce, 
And whither ſhall we go to enquire 
after it, but to the words of [x/#i:1110n 
themſelves? Theſe | ſhall conſider fr /t, 
and then gather together thoſe other 


paſſages of Scripture, which tend to. 


Che further explication of it. 
1. The words of [Inſtitution are 
Aat. 26. { Take, Eat, This is my Body. 


v.25. And Drink ye "altof it, Forthess | 


& niy Biood of the New Teſtament, v. 2+, 
28.] To which 1s added in the Goſ. 
pel of St. Luke( Do this in Remembrance 
- of me. Luke 22. 19. Thele words [ 
thall ſeverally explain, and then inferr 
from them what is the Natureand De- 
ſignof the holy Appointment. 

Lafe, Cit, Lis 66 Mp Dd 
And, Wvis is my Blocd Here I 
take notice, That B.dp and Blvid 
| do 


I to the Lnd's Supper. . 


d not relate to the Bread and ne, 
but to the At3zons , Eat and Drink, 
35 appears plainly in the 

*Origina}. *Tis not this * TFro, not 
Bread, 2nd this Wine, are £7 Oo 


. my Boay and Blo.d, but 


The Sacramental eating and drinking of 
ir. In c<i« Chriſt's b9dy and 61004, VIZ. 
His Incarnation and Sufferings. are re- 
preſented to us. And yet by a Figure, 
the conſecrated Elements may be 
call'd his body and * blood alſo ; fo the 
Form:t the eating the Paſchal Supper 
was, This js the bread of affliction which 
ocr Fathers. did eat in Egypt, Not the 
very ſame, but a 4/ero7ial of it, and 
the State of Bondage from which they 
were delivered. Thus, t Cor, 10. 3, 4+ 
Manna is called ſpiritual vread, and the 
Rock, ſpiritual arink;, and that Rock, 
Chriſt; Not. that they could poſlibly 
be ſo in the Letter, but they {ign1fied 
at ſpiritual food, and were tokens of 
Cnriſt's Preſence. And thus the Sa- 
cramental Bread ard Wine my be 
cail'd his Body and Blood, that is, Fi- 


gares and Repreſentations of them ;z and 
thar, 
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that, not barely of his Sufferings, but | A 
* 3.7 (35 the * Father notes ) of| 
* the Myſteries of the In-} th 
carnation which are ſignified and in} br 
cluded, Thus anciently the Elements} ve 
were call'd Figures , Symbols, -Tmages,| 
ſenſible things inſtead of ſpiritual, and} It 
we know 'tis'in common uſe to call] m 
the Pifture by the name of that it re-| ar 
preſents, as thisis a Man, and that al 
Bird or Beaſt. So that there is no} h: 
ground for the DoCtrine of 1ranſub.| m 
ftantiation in theſe words, as the Ro.| #: 
man Church pretends. But wave dif-| ? 
putes, and come to the next, exprefli-} | 
on to be conſider'd, tl 
[This'is the New Teſta-] E 

* AizMWxy. ment, or * Covenant in-my|} w 
Blood ] viz, The Sign} 6: 

E * and Seal of the Covenant made in his| 
Blood ; a Covenant wherein God enga-| B 
ged to beſtow on us pardon of Sin,} 
- and Eternal Life; and we promiſe faith-| tt 
ful and ſincere obedience : Thus in the} tt 
eldeſt times, Eating, and Drinkin} { 
were Covenant Rites : As we may fee} K 
in the compatts between Iſaac and} i 


Apime- | 


2 
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; 
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to the Lozd's Supper. 


Abimilech, Gen. 26. 30. And between 


| Facob and Laban, Gen. 31. 44,46. So 


that the Sacrament is not a bare Sign, 
but 'tis the Seal of Gods gracious Co- 


* wenant made with us in his Son. 


[Dao this in Kemembrance of Me. ] 


It hath always been uſial to com- 


memorate, and remember BenefaCtors 
and great Mercies by Feaſts and Feſti- 
vals, The Heathens 

had their * Feaſivin » 4, dilucea 
memory of their &@& aidjJac. 
Heroes; And the 

Paſſover, a Type of this Supper , was 
appointed to preſerve the memory of 
the 1/rachites deliverance out of Egypr, 
Exod. 12. 14. The Lamb was eaten 
with bitter herbs, to pe nine I the _._ 


bitterneſs of their ſervitude; the Ked 


Wine was a Reinembrance of their 


| Blood which Pharaoh ſpiltz and the 


unleavened bread, to remember them, 
that they carried ſuch out of Egypt at 
their departure: And thus our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour hath appointed this holy 
Kite to imprint upon us the memory of 
what he hath done and /affered for us, 

| that 
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that we might not forget our Dclive- 
rance- by him from a bondage greater | 


than Egyptian. 


And now from theſe main paſſages } 


thus explained, 'tis eafie to inferr, 
That | 

Thr Scramentof cheLo2ds Supper 
is a Memorial Feaſt, appoinied fu2 a 


foiemn Remembeance of Chit our | 


L.92d3 and &@ Seal .f rhe Covenant chat 
G-dÞ h2rh made with us im þim. 
| Two things then it 1s principally 
deſigned for, ( 1) to Remember us of 
o2r Lord and Saviour, and (2) to be 
a Seal of the Covenant of Grace. Of 
each briefly, | 

(1) *Tis for a Remembrance not 
only of his Perſon, -or only of his Suf- 
ferings, or any other particular part 
of his Miniſtry; but we are by it re- 
quired thankfully and affefttionately to 
call to mind, Al! that he hath dore, 
and all that he hath /afered; His Life, 
Dcfrine, and Laws: His Paſſion, Re- 
ſurrc6tton, and Aſcenſion 5, His Viftory 
over $77, Death, and Hel; and the 
gracious Covenant that God hath made 


- with | 


tothcLowd's Supper. 
with us through him : Theſe are all 
included in his -Body and Blood, (as [ 
intimated before) of which the Holy 
Sacrament- 1s a Sign, and Memorial : 
And the:remembrance of theſe, which 


. wearecalled to by the Divine Inſtituti- þ 
on, is not. only. Tome ſlight and paſſing” 


thoughts, bnt a ſolemn and moſt ſerious 
fixing of them upon our minds, in or- 
der to the inflaming of our Aﬀettions 
with love, and our wills with reſolq- 
tion, that we may live anſwerably 
to that excellent Religion of the Holy 
Jeſus which we profels. 

C2) Tis the Scal of a Covenant,\ The 
New Teſtament in amy Blood.) The Co- 
venant 1s, That God will give pardon 
of Sin, and Eternal Life; upon the 
conditions of Faith and Repentance, 
This He ſeals to tis in the Sacrament, 
and aſſures ns, that he, for hz part, 
will make good his Promiſes;and we on 


| ours ſeal, that we will endeavour to 


perform the conditions. $o that the 
Lords Supper is a Sacrament by which 
we confirm thoſe engagements we are 
entred into, at Baptiſm, Then our Sure- 
| Hes 


IF 
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ties undertook for us, that we ſhould | 


be faithful in the Coverant; and in 
this holy Ordinance we take all thoſe 


obligations upon our ſelves, and in our | 


own perſons promile to act according 
to them. | 


This plainly, and in ſhort, is the | 
Natare and Deſign of the Holy Sacra- | 


ment , concerning which there are 


ſome other expreſlions in Scripture, | 
Which | ſhall conſider briefly, in order | 


co the further Explication of, the Sa- 
cred Myſtery. The chief are theſe. 

'Tis called (1) The Cup of bleſſing, 
1 Qor. 10.16, (2) 
of the Body and Blood of  Chri$t, 1 Cor. 
IO. 16. And in the Duty 'tis faid 
(3) That we ſhew the Lord's Death, 
1 COr. 11,26. ; 

(1) Lhe Cup of Bleſfmg, v:z. 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving. Our Saviour 
Aat. 26. Gave thanks when he took 
the Cap. 


their Paſchal Supper with a Cup of 
Wine, at *which time they ſang an 
the 
Cup 


Hymn, -and therefore Ccalied it 


The Communion 


Of 


The Jews uſed to conclude !. 
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to the Lozd's Supper. 
| Cup of Praiſing and 
* Bleſſing. And the * Ilorhewy 
Heathens alſo after Yrs » 
their Feaſts " euAoias. 
their * Cups © 1 
| Praiſe to their gods; yy WF... = 
| which ſome take to 35 ane. 


| be theCupof Devils 


 egciou's by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 
So that by this we are taught to 
_— our Lord at his Table, 


' with praiſe and grateful acknowledg- 


ments: And therefore the Ancients 
from hence call'd the Lord's Supper,the 
Holy Excharift, namely, a Feaſt of 


| Thanksgiving, and the Solemnity was 


always attended with an Hymn of 
Praiſe. | 
( 2 ) Communion 
( or* Communication ) * Konavie. 
_of the Boby and Blood 
'of Chaiſt , viz. The Sacrament is 2 
Sacred Rite, in which God communi- 
; Cates and imparts to all worthy Re- 
celvers, the Benefits of Chriſts Incar- | 
nation and Sufferings. He doth then 
| ratifie, confirm, and ſolemnly exhibit 
them, 
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that Divine Appointment. 


(3) [ As ofien as pe Oſ——| 


pe do fþew the Lo2b's death Jviz (1 De. 


clare unto mer, with joy and glorying, | 
that we believe he died for ſuch pur-| 


poſes, andthat he hath procured in- 
eſtimable benefits for us by his Death, 
That therefore we will adhere , and 
fickuntohim z and that neither dcarh, 
nor life ſhall ſeparate us from the love of 
God in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. And 
(2) Imports our ſhewing and decla- 
ring thisalſo unto God, and pleading 
it with him for his pardon, and his 
grace, for the ſake of that meritorious 
Paſſion which we ſet forth, and 'com- 
memorate. Theſe paſſages fall under 
the account I have before given of the 
Ordinance, and ſhew how we are to 
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them, . to thoſe that duly attend upon 


Remember our Lord in it, and what we! 
may expect in ſo doing. | 

Thus briefly of the Nature and De-: 
fignof the Sacrament. I might have 
run the matter into a Jarge Diſcourſe, 
but Ireſolve on brevity. In whatl 
have ſaid, you will find all things that! 
are 
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m1} aremceſſaryand eſſential to the Ora. 


| nance; For the niciries and atſputes that 
gre about it, you need not trouble 


your ſelves with them ; But ſo ch 
of itas I have repreſented { I mean in 
the ſubſtance of the particulars) *ris 


.| fir you ſhould know: And therefore 


Lintreat yon, eſpecially thoſe of the 
more ordinary underſtandings, to re- 
turn back and fix your thoughts a 
while upon thoſe periods; and read 
them over and over agalin,till you have 
a clear and aiſtintt apprehenſion of the 
Subject they explain. I know the 
thoughts of moſt are very confuſed, 
and much in the dark about it, and 
while they are /o, they cannot demean 
themſelves as they ought in the per- 
formance of the Duty, nor receive 
thoſe benefits that otherwiſe they 
might from it. I beſeech you there- 
fore not tocontent your ſelves with 
a ſingle, and running reading, Many 
Divine Truths will not enter intoi'our 
minds at firſt fizht ; or if they do,they 
are gone as ſoon as they are received : 
Though they are never ſo plainly ex- 

= preſt, 
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-out of Memory, except we reflect, 
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preſt, yet they many times ſeem da bp. 
till we {ook again; or though they | 
ſtrike onr Minds fully, yer they paſs 


and think them over; I hope there-| 
fore you will do your ſelves this right, | 
Ard.I thus urge you to Conliceration 
of my wage not as if I fanſted [| 
had made any aifcoveries in them, 
which were not mace before; {No, 
Theſe are krown thivgs among: the 
intelligent ſort of Chriſtians) But | 
do it, becanſe I fpeak to the mearer, 
and leſs improved underſtancings. Ant 
perbaps from the Repreſentatidn of! 
the Aﬀair which I have given, the 
others alſo may receive the advantage} 
of a clearer order and method to their 
thoughts, and be delivered from many 

wmeceſſary and urcertain #0tions thi! 
they have imagined to be of great. 
conſequence to be believed and known, | - 
when either they are not 7c, or no 


£69ſracrable, | 


CHAD, 
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Come now to the main thing I de- 
| ſign, w#z.. (1[) To arge this great 
Duty which I have thus explain'd, 
and to do what | can to perſwade you 
to "the conſcientious pratice of ir. 
Now therezre two things that com- 
monly oblige men to action, namely, 
Conliderations of Di:f9, and of In- 
fereff. And there are v9:hþ here in the 
higheſt degree, to engage us. I ſhall 
diſcourſe of each. 

(1) We have the Motive, an1 
Reaſon of fDuſy,and Duty in ſuch Cir- - 
cumſtances, as have the greateſt O?- 
ligation in them. A LORD, who 
hath all rz2ht to our obedience both by 
mature, and by dear purchaſe, hath com- 
manded us to do this, Ard, A SAVI- 


_ OUR, who hath reſcned ns from the 


| Jaws\of Hell and Death, and hath 
procured for us endeſs life and glory 


_ hath required it. of us. Here is the 


Authority of juſt Power, and the Obliga- 
B 2 ton 
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tion of aſto:iſhing Love. Weare bound 


by the ſubmiſſions we owe a Sovereign 
Lord, and by the graticade we owe an 
adorable Benefa&or. The Son of God, 
the King of both the Worlds, the Re- 
acemer of Men, *tis He that commands, 
and his Commandments are not grie- 


2045; had he put upon our necks a | 
yoke heavier thanthe Jewiſh Ceremo- | 


ztes, had he injoin'd a greater number | 


of coſtly and laborious Rites than thoſe, 
and required fo many of ſuch ſervices 
from us, as would have taken up all 
our zime,and imployed all our ftrengrh, 
and wearied all our powers; Yet theſe 
we ought to have oblerved without 
repiring, and thonght all but ſmall 
homage to his Greetneſs , and ſmall 
acknowledgment of his Love, All 
theſe had beenncthing in compare with 
what he hath done fcr us freely with- 
out merit or obligation; Nothing, to 
his leaving the boſom of the Father, 
and the glories of the upper world, 
' And the. Hallelujahs of the bleſled 


Nothing,. to his deſcending to a world 


of Infamy and woe; Nothing, to his 
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ſuffering the ſcorns and contradictions 
of Sinners, the death of the Crols, 


| and the wrath of God; So that we- 


had © been, wretchedly ungrateful 
ſhould we have ſtuck at any of rheſe, 
or as much as nur-ured at them ; Bar 
our Lord hath not given us any fuch 
rial of our Love, anil openience 5 
He hath deliver'd the world from 
the Yoke of . Ceremonial. bondage z 
And (beſides Baptiſc) hath appoint- 
ed but ths one Rite tor us to ovitrve ; 
A Rte, that is neither rroubleſom, nor 
coſtly, tedious, nor laborions. And what 
Prodizies of baſencſs fall we make. 
our (elves, if we refuſe to take notice 
of this his gracious Inſtitution ? With 
what face.can we look up and call our 
ſelves by his 5ame? How ſhametully 
are we upbraided by the practice of 
thoſe we count barbarous? Let us look 
abroad into the world and conſider the 
moſt brutiſh Idolators: They will cut 
their beloved fleſh, and burn their 
deareſt children, and ſometimes ſuffer + 
themſelves to be cruſh'd ro death by the 
Carriages that bear their dols, be- 
B 2 cauſe 
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cauſe their Infernal Gods require, and 


are pleaſed with ſuch t-ſtimonies of | 


their homage: Hath the Devil ſuch 
0»ſequions Servants ? Are thoſe Cruel 
Kites, which he appoints, obſerved 
with io much duty? Will thoſe poor 
- wretches do, and ſuffer any thing, 
rather than diſpleaſe their »ely Det- 


ries? And are we Chriſtians, Profeſ.. 


ſed Servants of the Son of Gd, our 


Sove-ignand Redeemer, and do we neg- 


let this his main, juſt, and gracious Ap- 
Pointment ? Is zhis too much to do for 


him? And do we owe him ſo much /efs | 


than Camnibals do their 1dols ? Cer- 


tainly thoſe men of the De/arr, thoſe 
wild Savages of the Woods, ſhall riſe. 


up in qudgment with ſuch a Generation 
of pretending Chriſtians, and ſhall con- 
cemn it. Methinks their eiligence 
And ex4t&neſs inthoſe hard and painful 
fervices,ſhould cover us with bluſhing 


and confufion, atonur careleſneſs and * 


reglect of the eaſie Duty our Lord re- 
cuircs from us: And we ſhell { e great 
1caſo.1 to be-aſhamed of our OQmiſh- 
ONS; if we conſider, 

T hat 
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That our bleſf.d Redeemer had 
lived a life of poverty and dijhonour for 
our ſakes: he h:d 1aftrufted us 1n the 
Way of Happineſs by his excellent 
Dedrine and Frecepts, and had gone 
kefore us in en incomparable Ex.ple 
And now he was j.4/t about ro coy leur 


| his Love, by of air himlelf unto 


Death, to deliver us from it, and 
thereby to give an Inftarce of the 
moſt amazing gocdrels that ever was: 
At thy time he en'vins his Diſciples 
to do ſomething in Remembrance of 
him. And Lord! What is ſufficient to 
be done in memory of ſuch Zove? Had 
he required the deareſt oi our blood, 
and the choice of our ſi:bſtance to be 
offered to Him in Acknowledgement, 
ſhould we have thought /ſ#c@ demands 
wnreaſonable? Would ordinary inge- 
nuity have ſcrupled to mike thoſe 
Sacrifices for ſuch Kindneſs? But he 
calls not for theſe, He looks for no 


fir ff-born of our Foaies , nor chief of 


our Flocks; No, He zppoints only a 
Feaſt of Memorial, and commands us- 
to. remember his Love: in: that : And 


B..a. ſhall. 
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ſhall we not obſerve him in ſo ſmall a 
matter ? hath he not deſerved to be re. 
membred by us, or do we know any 


better way, to ſignify our Remenms | 


brance of him, than that which him- 
fzlf.hath preſcribed? Should we not 


do as much as this, at the requeſt of an | 


ordinary dying Friend ? And is not the ' 


greateſt and the beſ# thar ever Creatures 


had, worthy of ſuch a Teſtimony of Af- | 


fettion from us ? | am ſure there is no 
one can be ſo brutiſ as to deny the 
zuſineſs of the Duty, and methinks none 
ſhould be ſo unworthy as to refuſe 
compliance-with, it, I beſeech you 
therefore, if the Conſiderations of Duty 
can do any thing with you : If there 
be any Obligation in the higheſt Aucho- 
rity, if there be any Alurement 1n the 


NT Ee 


ſweete$# Love; if your profeſſion of ſub- | 
jefion to Chriſt he not only a Comple- | 
ment, and if he have any real intereſt : 
in your Souls, give this proof then of _ 


your being in earneſt ;, that which you 
would be rhought;refuſe no more of his 
Invitations, negle&t no more of his 
Calls z conſider the exprej7eſs of his 

Com- 
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"Command, 21nd that this Law is peeu- 


liarly his: His in ſuch a ſenceas (Bap- 
tf excepted) no other Law is. For 
his orher- IpjunCtions are but Ernforce- 
ments of the Laws that God hath writ- 
ten in the Old Scriptures, and in our 
hearts; but this 1s his own proper. 


Commandment z. by obeying him in. 


this, we particularly own him as our 
Lam-giver,. and by refuſing we 7e- 
nounce him 


But if the Conſiderations of Duty: 


ſhould not prove. ſo powerfal with. 
you, there are others which generally 
uſe to be of more force, namely, thoſe 
taken from our Intereſt. And here, 


(11) I defire you to conſider the. 


great Benefits that a worthy Commu« 
nicant receives from the holy Sacra- 
ment. . This is not a meer barren Ce- 
remony, or unprofitable Rite, but an 


Inſtrument and Means to produce and- 
to-convey unſpeakable bleſſings to us. 


Here we receive, . 


(1) Confirmation of our Faith: All 


habitsare encreasd by being exerciſed. 


And this Ordinance requires great ex- 
B 5- '. ervijes- 
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erciſcs of the Grace of Faith : For here 
we make a folemn Declaration of it, 
and thereby bind 1t ſtronger upon our 
Souls. And to the exerciſe of this Dt- 
vine Grace, and the ſincere and puvlick 
profeſſion of it, there is no doubt but 
God will ſaper-add his ſpecial aid and 
bleſſing, that ont of wc ny” it may be 
2nade ſtrong. So that if your Faith bz 


weak and rrembling , if you are per- 


pl:xd wit vexations , doubts, and 
temptations to unbelief, apply your 
felves to this boly Ordinanceas to the 
proper remedy. Declare your Faith, 
and pray for more. If you believe, 
God will kelp your mbehicf, Mark 9.25. 

(2) Our Keperrarce will be height- 


ned by our due Communicating at. 


the Lords Table, and that in reſpect 


DE TTET , 


of all its great As, viz. 1. Senfe and 


ſorrow for Sin: 2, C onſeſſion of it; 


(1) Theev! of Sin is never ſo well 
difcerned as in its effeCts, It is ſweet in 
the 04th, but bi:ter in the belly: And 
tiiere 1s nogreater evidence of its = 

neſs 


and 3. Averſation from it. For the 
* firſt, ; 
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refs and malignity, than that we have 
in the iufferings of our Lord,, which 
are ſet before us in the holy Sacrament. 
And ceriatiily Sin muſt needs be an ac+ 
curſed thing ( ſaith the conlidering 
Communicant ) Fhat the bleſſed Jeſus 
ruſt thus be made a Cxr/c for it; that 
is doubtleſs a mighty evil, that can- 
not be expiatcd but by the Blood of 
God: And Sin, without queſtion, hath 
unſpeakable malignity in it, ſince it 
lai1 ſuch a lozd of Wrath upon the 
Shoulders of Omnipotence, #s wade 
him complain, and ſweat, and groan,. 
and die. The good man hath never 
ſucha ſeiiſe of the evil of fin, as when: 
heis awakened, by the ſigns and 7miages 
of Chrilt's Sufferings, and when he. 
ſees it writ in Charaliers of Blood: 
Beſtdes the b2ſereſs and ingratiinae of 
Sin is matle evi.lent in all the Repre- 
fentations of the divine Love whtch 
we have atthe Lords Tale: We ſee 
there, that it is an abuſe of the greateft 
and'moſt tender Goedneſs, and there 


.15 nothing that more aff:C&ts inzenuons. 
Souls, than the Senſe of ſuch unwor- 


Lainelſs, 
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'thineſs, and this will beget the [zvel- 
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eff and moſt kzndly ſorrow. They ſhall 
look xpon me whom they have pierced, and 
they | 
dereft grief ariſeth from the apprehen- 
ſion of abuſed Goodneſs: And the more 


. Ingenuous Spirits are ſooner brought - 


to be troubled for their ſins by a ſenſe 
of Mercy than of- Terrors, Now there 
is nothing that gives a truer or great- 
er Repreſentation of Divine Grace and 
Kindneſs, than the Holy Sacrament, 
and therefore this is a very effeCtual 
means to beget and increaſe a periten- 
tial ſenſe and ſorrow for ſin. And upon 
this, 

(2) Follows Cornfeſſios, which is 
one Expreſlion of theſe : "The appre- 
henſion of an azgry Majeſty drives a 
Sinner to Deſperation, and prevents 
his Confeſſion. When the Lord askt 
the Man in the Goſpel with ſome ſe- 
verity, How cameſt thou hither , not 
having a wedding Garment * He was 
ſJpeechleſs. Terroxs beget ſtupifying 
Fear, which ſtops the mouth, and 


dams up all the paſlages to, and from * 


the 


ſhall mourn, Zech. 12. 10. The ten- . 
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| the $oul,, whereas the Diſcoveries of- 


Goodneſs ahd. Mercy open the heart, 
and. melt the Seal upon the: Lips :. 
They invite Supplications, and beget 
Confeſſions, and therefore the Sacra-. 
ment, which is a emorial of the grea-. 


| teſt, ſweeteſt, and freeſt Mercy, tends 


in the nathre of it to the producing 
humble Confeſſions and Acknowledg- 
ments: And 1t doth itlikewife, 

3) Asto the Averſation of Reperr- 
tance by the ſame way. - The top and. 
perfeCtion of Repentance is to turn, 
from our evi! ways ;. God invites his 
| People to rhis, by the Argument that. 
is moſt powerfully preſſed upon us in 
the Sacrament, namely, That of his 
pardoning 'mercy and kindneſs. Return 
thou backfliding iſrael, — and Ill not. 


| Cauſe mine anger to fall upon you, Jer. 3: 


12. His readineſs to pardon is the: 
great. Motive to return, and the Sacra- 
ment is the Sealof the @@verrant of Par- 
\ don... Deſpair of Mercy .keeps Men on 


| 10 a ſinful courſe. Thou ſziſt there is 


n0 b;pe, ſay they in theProphet, Fer. 
2,25, They thought their caſe deſpe- 
rate,, 


%. 


 $© 


up to the Swing of their Appetit 


 grick Senſe of pardoning Goodne 
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rate, and it follows, J have low 6 
ſerangcrs,and after them will I go. Tiff © | 


' Devil; perliſt irreclaimably in thei fer 


batr<d of God and Goodrels, becaul a] 
tne unalterable Sznteace 1s palt up Tt 
them: And if. men come once to quit ble, 
their Hopes of Happineſs, they wilid 
ſoin a ſhort time quit the Chonghrs df 
God ard Virtue, and give themſelva]. ſte 


and Inclinations. Whereas on tk 
ether ſide, Hope is-the great Erco 
ragement and Spring of: Endeavour, ai 
where this is enlivencd by a fall an 


that Soul will feel a mighty Adorivery ted 
reform and turn from Sin, Now ti m1 

acramert is the Seal of that Covenal as 
which aſſures us of Grace and Pardo th 


- and the firmeſt Gro.ind of our bi on 


hopes, and moſt glorious ExpeCtalif th 
ons. Thus the Grace of Repentanj we 
Feceves cre In all its Exerciſe} - tai 
from this. Divine Inſtitution: Andi ou 
doth, ; to 

(3) That other moſt excelkf er: 
Grace, Love, both-as it relates, 1.if fet 
Gal 


3d 
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God, and 2. to our Neighbour. 


Thief (r ) In the Holy Sacrament the My- 
herſ feries of Divine Love are unfolded in. 
auf all their Circumſtances of _Wonder. 
pa There we fee pardoming ,. i cdeeming,. 


Qui 
i a 
'$( 


bleeding, dying Love : Love, ſuffering 
for all our ſakes 5- and Love procuring. 


'all things for our Interelts ; Zove de- 
Ivf ſtending to the Grave and Hcll, and 


Love triumphing over both - Þ9ve 


{ kading Caprivity captive, and obtaining, 
W gifts for mcn, Light, Lite, and a glort- 
S ous Immortality. Sxch Love, and 


Love beyond what we can ſay, and be- 
yond what we,can 1himk, is repreſen- 
ted at the Holy Sacrament, and this 
muſt needs fire every Soul that is not 
as cold as the Earth, and*as dead as 
the Grave, Love begers love, and 
one Flame kindles another. And if we 
think of this Love, gnd conſider it as 
we 002ht when we come to the enter- 


1/} -tainment of Love, this would excite - 


our Aﬀections, and turn our Souls in- 
to holy-Flames, and ſo our dead Pow- 


* ers will /jve, and our dull ſleepy af- 
 feftions will awake into new ſpirit and 


: VIgour : 


32 An Garneft Jnvifatfon- 


vigour : We ſhall live by Love, andf 
act by Love till we are received inty 

the earneſt Embraces 'of Love, andf 
ſwallowed up in that immenſe Oce.| 


 anof Love. 'Now Love 15 the bef 
and moſt pleaſing of all our. paſſions, 


and Lowveto God is the beſt and moſt} 


pleaſant of all loves : A Love free from 
thoſe Tortures and Diſquiets , - that 
ſhame, and thoſe griefs that are pro. 
duced by abſence and uncertainties, 
loſs and guilt, when this Paſſion js 
placed upon other Objects. "This Love 
is the Fountain of Delight, and the 
Spring of Action that {weetens .our 
Troubles, and ſtirs up our Endes- 
vours; that makes Duty agreeable, 


and Difficulties eaſie, that is a preſent} 


Heaven, and the fore-taſte of a greater, 
This allo, - 

(2) Tends to the encreafing on 
Love one to another. It isa Feaſt of 
Love at our Fathers Houſe, and our 
Lora's T able: The Gueſts are Brethren, 
and proſeſling Children of Love. 'Here 
are all the Engagements to*love {et 


before us: The Zvve of . our w_ 
and| 


——_ 
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| and his expreſs Commandment, 7ohr 


33..34«/ The Relations we Rtand in to 
God, and to one another. We cannot 


F- well chuſe but piry our Brothers Infir- 
 mities, and pardon each others faults, 


when we ſee how much God hath piri- 
ed our 14iſeries,, and how gracionſry he 


| hath pardoned our Offexces, Our Ani- 


mofities will be abated, and our 
thoughts of Malice and Revenge will 
die. Our Indifferences will be kind- 
neſs, and our kindneſs Love, when we 
conſider the inexpreſlible Love of our 
common Lord, and the bleſſed efe&#s of 
that love ; Reconciliation made, Happi- 
zeſs procured, and Sn, and Death, and 
Hell conquered.” A Senſe of theſe will 
ſwallow up all our little picks and diſ- 


pleaſures, arid. fo fill us with the 


thoughts of Gratitnde and Love, that 
we ſhall forget our Enmities, and im- 


brace our Enemies, and fhed abroad. 
our kindneſs upon all about us, yea and. 


extend it to all the World in prayers 
and good wiſhes, And now, this Spirit 
of Charity is a moſt divine temper, and 
agreat happineſs: "Tis a ſweer, ſe-. 


rene, 
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An Carneft Jnvifation 
rene and pleaſant thing, a Reward tgf 
1 ſelf.if there were no other : W here. "" 
as Exvy and Mzlice, and 21] rhe acgree jor 
of them re an Hell, and Torment ty # 
the Sou]; they are great ſins and ther$j 
own puniſhment : And a riglit uſe of 
the holy Sacrament will abgte , and] ,, 
remove ihe/e, and therein alfo :dmini- Y 
ſter Ulefſed and unſpeakable Advanial n 
Les tO Us. " "I ple; 

(4* Our Hopes are n6ly advancell 
and ſirengrhened by this Ordinauty. 

When the good ' man conſiders theft 
3 ftice and Holineſs of Gody and t 


” . 


a view of his own ſifulneſs, and inn 
merable i-perfetions ; His Spirits fail 
apd his Hope is giving up the Ghoſt 
he ficks into Trouble, and almoſt int 
the Regions of Deſpair : Now all th 
Reſtef that a man can have 1a fuch 
Kate, is to be drawn from Gods Cow- 
zant t0 pardon ſin, and to accept of Fail 
and Repentarice inſtead of Perfe&im 
This is the Terour of the Goſpel, ant 
the Foundation of our Hopes! anl 
this Coverant is ſealed and afſu, caols 
| a 
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af the Sacrament ; ſo that thence the 
fainting Soul may derivelife and qrick- 
mg. And when the drooping Chri- 
ſian comes from ſeeing GoJ, putting 
his Seal to his Pardon, and to the Fro- 
miſes made him of ZDrernal Life; his 
Hopes recover, and his Spirits return 
unto him, his Soul leaps for j1y, and 
all his Powers are full of Content and 


if Pleaſure. And over and above this, 


God is pleaſed at ſach times eſpecially 
to vouchſafe more abundant anifeſta 


q 175 of himſelf to the Soul, ſealing his 


tove upon it, and giving it ſo much 
aflurance as may deliver it from its 
unreaſonable doubts, and ſuſpictans, 
And make it in part partaker of oar 
Maſters j»y. But thts will be a Par- 


ticular by it ſ:1f. Therefore, 


(5) The Holy Sacrament is an excel- 
lent means to heighten a Chriſtians 
Joy and Comfort, For there we are in 
a ſpecial exerciſe of our Graces, and by 
them are prepared for Divine Peare and 
fleaſure: that peace of God, which paſ®: 


ſeth all Underſtanding, Phil. 4.7. And 


this is ſomething more than that con- 
tent 


% 
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tent that naturally ariſeth upon, an{}® 
reſults from the Actions of Holineſ the 
and Vertue, and is ſuperadded by the thal 
nearer Applications of, the Spiric of MP 
God to the Soul : This pleaſure ak Des 
ſatisfaction God is always willing tg Ha 
beſtow upon us, but we by our ſins in 
diſpoſe our ſelves for it, and it is not] 
to begiven out but to prepared. Souls 
Arid now according to the greater off Py 
leſs degrees of our preparations,and exer] 
ciſe of our Graces, we [hall have mon -of 
or leſs of this ſpiritual poy and ſatisfatlh 
0n-in our Communions. But belſidaj 2 
the joy whichis ſpecial and exrraording] ©! 
ry, the Ordinance 1n its own nature 
tends to aclight and pleaſure. We had det 
rais'd. Storms and Tempeſts by ouf ©* 
Sins, and provokedhim whom we cal 'P! 
neither reſiſt nor avoid: His. Cout 
tenance was full of dread and terrorz, 
and Death and Hell ſtood ready for 2? 
the command to ſeize npon ns: Andy *P 
muſt it not needs fill thoſe with joy and} 
tranſport, that were juſt now in rhisþ 
dreadful ſtate, when they ſhall ſee the [Jon 
Heavens cleared.,and the Storms gone, ! 
| tai 
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ara to behold ſmiles and love in the face of 
nl the offended Majeſty ; to be aſſured 
rhe that he 1 reconciled, and his Arms are 
- of ppen to receive us: That Hell and 
al Death are deſtroyed , and Life and 
z 0 Happineſs procured for us ? All theſe 
« in.þ are ſet before us 1n the Holy Sacra- 
nerd ment, and did we uſe 1t as we ought, 
.ul;þ our Souls would be tranſported with 
» oof JOY and we! ſhould have a: delightful 
xer] foretaſte of the happineſs and triumph 
nol Of the Bleſſed,and all our Lives would 
19;] be Anthems of Praiſe and Acclamation 
:dal tO the adorable.Author and Procurer 
7.4 Of our Bleſſings.” "And this, _ 
are) (6) Is another happy advantage we 
haif Gcrive, or may do, from the holy Sa- 
ou rament, viz. That it heightens and 
cal ſpirits -our Gratitude and Praiſes. 
wn} Praiſeand acknowledgments of Divine 
ors, *4v0urs, are all the Return we can 
forl Dake for them ; and we are to offer 
ang vp theſe Sacrifices for our ſelves, and 
and} #11 the other Creatures. But the Com- 
this] 720972efs of our Mercies takes away the 

| ſenſe of them, and we paſs them over 
ne, | With ſight and caffomary acknowledg- 
tat. | | ments :; 
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and "tis a very diſingenuous and w 
grateful carriage to the bountif 


Author of our Beings and Bleſling 


Put now at the Holy Sacrament, I 


vine Favours are particularly and ſoles 


ly repreſented , onr remembrance 
wakened, and onr affections excited 
and the devout Soul pours it ſelf fa 
ito holy Euchariſt,,, and T hanlf 


Ii Carneft Jabitatica | 


ments: This ordinarily 15 our cour 


giving, The Hear is full, and Yip 


Month flows ;, all the Powers rej 


and in rejoicing break forth in 


Songs of Praiſe: And ſo begins th 


blefjed Employment, which ſhall be! 
Work and Happineſs of Heaven, 
Thus we ſhall receive 7zcreaſe 
our Graces and our Comforts, tr 
the frequent and. due uſe of the 


. Sacrament , and all other ſpiritual 


wantares are contained under th 
And as by _ particulars we majf 
courage qur ſelves to our duty, 
them likewiſe we may ſee how we 
to demean aur ſelves in the diſchk 
of it; : What atts we are to exerciſe, 
by what conſiderations we may if 
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our Graces, infleme our Aﬀettions,and 
W firengthen our Reſolxtrons. 

q. And now the Zerefirs that I havere- 
ſented toenconrage and invite you 
f co the holy Sacrament, do not only con- 
cern the 1h27ow and gromn C hriſtian, 
©4 but even al that own the Profeſlion of 
Chriſt's Religion, and have-not re- 
Ul nounced their Baptiſmal Engacements 

i by lewdreſs and impicty; For ſach have 
Wome degrees of Faith, Love, Repentance, 
/ md other Yirt: es : But thennhappineſs 
" is, that theſe, in the moſt, are very 
Ut low, imperfect, and in a degree that 
VF will not ſecure their condition: Theſe 

Graces mult be advanced to mobler mea- 
J*} ſures, and to ſach degrees, as may pre- 
vail over the contrary habits and diſpo- 
Fſitions; Till the matter comes to this, 
we are under the Law,and a ſpirit of bon- 
Wage; in a condition of impotency and; 
ſy weakyeſs, and not arrived to the glori- 
vus Liberty and Power of the Sons of 
God, Thxs, all that profeſs the Chri- 
28 ftizn Eatth and Hopes, ought to aim at, 
and endeavour after ; and the Szcra- 


'} men is the moſt proper and likely means 
| for 


jt 


w 
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| for the advancing of our imperfett grof ha 


ces to that noble heighth. Soall thaf fro 
profeſſing Chriſtians are concerned if 
the Duty, and capable of the Benef thi; 
fits. And-to all thoſe that have ſa «10: 
thoughts, and /uch deſires, the Confiſ the! 
derations | have preſented will be «© but 
moment. But for the reſt that an{ king 
careleſ5,and unconcerned, dead to ſudfnon 
ſpiritual Motives, and ftupidly carl} Th: 
of the dutyand the privileges that atteilf 2ion, 
it, they are not Chriſtians, but do onec 
much as in them lies, to renound Thi: 
their Religion, and to put themſelyg wula 
into the condition of Heathens anf Fi 
profeſſed Infidels. This is that I con ticle 
next to diſcourſe. | of S, 


CHAP. Ik and 

ES | for y 

Fter all my perſwaſions , ai and-, 

more earneſt Endeavours , | isC 

have too much cauſe to think, thi} inthe 

ſome among you negledt the holy Of #5, 1 

dinance, not for any reaſon that thi Row: 
F: . bai - 
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wel have, or can as much as prerend, but 
hatl from meer brats ſtupidity and uncon- 
d ind cernmene. They care not for theſe 
things: The AMotives of Religion and 
a6 World can do nothing with - 
them ; ſuch conſiderations are not felt, ' 
but paſt over their Souls without ma- 
an} king any impreſſions on them. And 
dow, as for ſuch, | am come to ſhew, 
elej That they diſclaim Chriſt and his Reti- 
eh 270, and are by no means to be reck- 
offoned into the number of Chriſtians. 
ind This 1 prove by the following Parti- 
Ive Culars. - 
and Firſt, They renounce a main Ar- 
ond ticle of the Creed, viz. The Communion 
Þ of Saints, their -Communion with (1) 
Chrift, and their Communion with (2) 
| one another, | 

(1) Chriſt invites us to his Table, 
and provides a ſpiritual entertainment 

| for us; and in that there is a ſolemn 
af and- /7ccial intercourſe between him and 
; | kiSChurch, which on our part conſiſts 
th inthe exerciſe of our Graces ; and on 
MW 4s, in the Benefitsand Bleſſings he be- 
-he8 Rows. He invites us to come and to 
alt WH .” meet 
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meet him there, toenjoy {pr tal Conf neg 
reſponaenzce and Communion with him £0 
And now, wilfully to refuſe the invig Or 
tation, 1s to lignihe our co:terpt of not 
the Holy Jeſus, and 1o declare thaff the 
we care not for any nearneſs of correFRel 
ſpondence with him. And ſach Neyſthe 
letters in effect ſay, that they low 


the converſe and communion of theigwit; 


vainand vicions company: That thaſkine 
can ſpend their time p/eaſantly in thapmant 
converſation upon an Ale-bench ,. qo C 
place of Idleneſs, or Debauches : Biſthez 
for Chriſt Feſus they like not his compeare 
ny, and care not for-any intimacy Qing 
acquaintance with him. This is tWſtiar 
direct language of ſuch praCtices, af (2 
negle&s; and what kind of Chriſtiaf This 
are ſuch as theſe? br 

(2) They renounce tHe Communiſiſaid 
of Saints one among another, The hdgor ce 
Sacrament 1S the FeaF of Charity : Lorc 
'Chriftian Love, and there our Aﬀed take 
-ons are united to God, and to (fe 1 
Bfethren. There we profeſs to be fff 
one Boay, one Society,and to be all Ma ead 


_ bers oneof another, So that thoſe wPut © 


negk 
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neglect and refuſe this holy Sy-mbo! of 
m} Love, break off from the - Society of 
vil Oriſtians, and declare they will have 
if nothing to do with them, as far as 
hall they are concerned in that Nameand 
re Relation : That they will not be of 
ef the flock and Number that Chriſt calls 
ow #i-; but would rather have their lor 
hefwith the World, and Herd of Man- 
-hefſkind, who are Strangers to the Cove- 
hab want of Promiſe, without hope, and with- 
+ they value not therr Privileges, nor 
care for their ho:es. This is the mea- 
y qQiing of their negle&t, and ſuc Chri- 
thFEſtians are the wilful Refuſers. 
af (2) They renounce their Baptiſm, 
tak This is the Sacrament of Entrance into 
Chriſtianity, and here Engagements are 


znlaid upon us withour our knowledge. 


hefjor conſent. At the Sacrament of the 
; Lords Supper we ſolemnly engage aud 
Fitake thoſe Obligations upon our ſelves. If 
> o<ve refuſe to do #his, we withdraw our 
be $«9ferre from what was done in our 
Mapitead; we make our Baptiſm void, and 
 wEput our ſelves into the ſtate of Hrfidets 
calf C2 and 


our God in the world, Epheſ.2.12. That 
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they did in it: Were theſe Chriſtians 


_ keve the Chriſtian Faith , keep Gods 
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and Heathens. The Tnaians were by 
the Spaniards driven to Baptiſm in 
droves like Cattel to the water, with- 
out knowing what it meant, or what 


by Virtue of ſuch a Baptiſm? Eſpeci- 
ally, is there any reaſon to think choſe 
of them ſuch, who as ſoon as they 
were iree, made open declarations 
againſt it. And are thoſe among, us 
Chriſtians, who were ſigned with That 
Religion when they could not help it? 
and profeſs againſt it by their Actions 
and Negledts, as ſoon as they are in 
capacity to do it? who aiſown it when 
they are ſolemnly called to put their 
Seal, and to declare their Allowance 
and Approbation” Their Sureties en- 
gaged for them, that they ſhould br- 


Commandments,and renounce the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil : But ſay thoſe 
by their practice, what had they:todo 
to undertake ſuch things for us? we 
will ſtand to no ſuch Engagements: 
We are call'd on to make this good 
our ſelves in Perſonat the other Sacre 


ment,| 


; 
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ment, or by our neglects to declare it 
yoid : But we will not ty our ſelves,or 
own any ſuch engagements upon ns: 
we will leave our ſelves at large to be- 
lieve what we pleaſe, and to practiſe 
what we fanſy, and to gratify and 
worſhip as long as we think fir, the 
World, the Devil, and the Fiei{h,our 
Friends and deareſt Correſpondents. 
All this likewiſe is plainly fignifhed in 
the neglect of the Holy Sacrament ; 
and therefore certainly ſuch are no 
better Chriſti2ns than the wild men of 
America » Which will further appear, 
if we conſider, 

3) That by it they deny the very 
profeſſion of Chriſt Feſus, They will 
not fo much as claim nor pretend t5 
him, in any ſolemn ſronificant way. To 
fay that we are Chriſtians,and now and 


then to hear a Sermon, theſe are not 


profeſſion enough: They are but cold 
arclarations of our Opinion,no good lig- 
nifications of our Faith. The right 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity is made, by 
our preſenting our ſelves at the Lords 
Fable, and owning our Faith there, 
| GC 3 thar 


\ 
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, mien, and ſuch he will deny before his Fa 
' ther which i151n Heaven, Matth. 10.33} 
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that is a ſolemn and publick confeſſion 


'and/acknowledgment. To hear Ser. | ® 


mons is too often bnt curioſity -or 


cuſtom, to ſay weare of the Chriſtian Þ ® 
Relig 01, is but a declaring in what Þ * 


way we have been brought up; and 


meer Education Faith is but a faint un-j * 
ſignifying thing ;z it is but Opinion, | ? 


and alow degree of aſſent. * Tis true, 
aman may be a For maliſt and an Hypo: 
crite when he comes to the Lords 
Table, as wellas in other lower ſigni: 
fications of his Religion. But how: 


ever he makes a profeſſion, and thuſf 


which is proper and ſole-m ; Whereas 
the wilfully neglzgent, refuſe to make 
any due confeſſion of Chriſt and his 
Religion : They openly deny him befor 


To withdraw from the Profeſſion of 


—————— 


Chriſtianity in times of aifficulry and 


pcrſecution 8a 1great fin z but 'tis ſuichaſ 


one as admits of ſome ex:eruation from 
the fra!lry of humane nature, and the 
temptations of fear and ſelf-love : But 
Lo &eny the profeſſion of Chriſt in _ 

0 
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of Liberty and enconragement, this is 
anaffroxt to the Holy Feſas,for which 


there is. no ſhadow of excuſe, and mult 
ariſe from contempt, anda confelt ne;- 
ki of him.  Snch perſons publiſh to 


the world, that they own 20:9ing of 


- 


Relizion, hut cont it a diſpiragement 


to be thought any way concern'd for 


it. And ſo are by no means to be ac- 


counted Chriſtians. Further, 

(4) Their refuſal and neglect is a 
quitting and renouncing the whole Co- 
venant that God hath made with Sin- 


part offers Grace and Glory, and on 


' Wrrs, it binds to Faith and ſincere Obe- 
dience, Weare called to the Sacra- 


ment to fee God confirming what he 
hath promied, and alluring us to 
make good w hat Concerns 11: On 


wn 


"ters in his S5n, The Covenant on Gods 


the other ſide, we are to prefent our 


ſelves there, to profeſs our readineſs 


and reſ9lution, ro perform oxr par:,to. 


keep the terms to which we were enga- 
ged, and npon which we expect the 
promited Bleſſings. Now if we wil- 
tully refuſe this Confirmation, we. with- 
G4 Uraw. 
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draw our ſelves from the Covenant, 
and declare that Gra:eai:d Glory, are 
things that we neither care for,nor ex- 
pect'; and that we will not tie our 
ſelves to any Faith-or Homage ;, but 
would be as freeas wecan to foli'ow 
the Devil and our Luſts;, and fo are 
very far from being Chriſtians. 


——_— 
— — 


CHAS YV. 


[ Have thus briefly ſhewn you what 
is ſignified and implyed in the neglett 
of the Holy Sacrament, Many of you 
that are guilty of this ſin, would | ſup- 
poſe be loth operly, and in words, £2 re- 
zounce Chriſt and his Religion z and 
yet while you.continue in this obRt- 
nate, dangerous neglect, you do it as 
fully as if your Tongues declared a- 
gainlt that Name and Profeſſion. And 
| think when any ſuch as rheſe turn 
Papiſts, Turks, or Jews, they do but 
change to ſome ſhewof Religion, from 
none at all. $0.that it is no 7ea{diſpa- 


| 


| 
, 


L 
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ragement , or loſs to our Church, 


when thoſe Infidels declare in word. 
what before they ſufficiently ſignifie 
by their prattice. They go 0ut from 4, 
becauſe they were never of 1, 1 John 2. 
19. They do not change their Re/171on, 


for they had never any before which. 


þ, 


they might exchange. 

This, Sirs, in ſerious truth, is, the: 
condition of thoſe that wilfally refuſe 
and neglect the Duty of Holy Commu- 
mon; And methinks it ſhould make 
ſuch tremble to- con{ider, that: they 


live in a profeft and 1mpudent-contempt ' 


of God.. You pity Aearhens and igno- 
rant Americans, but there is work 
enough for your. pity at home, and 
their condition certainly is not worie 


than the condition of thoſe careleſs: 


negligent Sinners among. our ſelves, 
Yea, the Apoſtle tells us, That” tis ber= 
ter never to have known the way of. truth, 
than aficr-we have known it to turn away 


from the Holy Commandment, 2 Pet 2. 


21. And ov: Saviour faith, It ſhallbe 


more tulerable for the dark, T:yre and S1-- 
don at judgment, than for the enlightncd 


C5 Caper- 
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Capernaum and Bethſaida, AZatth, n 1, 
22. Wethink their condition dread- 
ful that ſay, rhere is mo Goa, and no 
doubt it is ſo: And certainly their 
ſtate is not /eſs deplorable, That ac- 


and carry the matter /o, as if in good 
earneſt, there were no ſuch Being. To 
live at large without the ſerious pro- 
feſſion of ſome Relicion is brutiſh and un- 
aatural; And ſuch Savages deſerve not 
to continue in the ſocieties of zen, but 
are fitter to range among the wild 


Beaſts of the Woods : Sch are thoſe | 
- among us,that never make any ſolemn 
profeſſion of any Rehigion, by any attoff 


their own: They have zo Religion, but 
that of their Climate, which they nel- 
ther underſtand nor mind : They are 
Chriſtians by the Chriſtianity of others; 


(viz. the general Profeſſion of theit| 


Countrey) or they are none at all; and 
if they live and die in this condition, 


wild men and Cannibals will at "the lf} 


be in a better ſtate than they. 


And now, Sirs, Reaſon for this care} - 
tefneſs and dangerous negle& , 1 am ſure} 


yoo! 
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you nave none 5 nor do the ſort Iam 


now dealing with, prettend Scrxples of 
Conſcience :; But ſome-E-xcuſes there are, 
(which you know are but vain), that 
yon uſe upon occaſion, to take off the 
edge of reproof, and to ſeem juſtified 
inthe 2hrt of men. 

 Fims they that were invited to-the 
Suprer in the Parable, Luke 14. 18. 
made Excuſes; Ne had bounlr Ground, 
| , (3 

and he muit fee it 3 a ſecond had bought 
Oxen, and he mutt rry ther; and a 
third hal arried a Wife, and comtd- 
wot coxic, None of theſe pretences had 
any good reaſon in them ; they were 
fomething to {ay,and had a little colour, 
but they were not the Caſes of their 
not coming tothe Spfcr :. No, the rrue: 
ground was their comern:ps or the Ma- 
fer, and his [nvitatior-; And therefore 
Matth, 22.3. *TFis lid, They would: 


. #9: come, Their cxc»ſes were Jooked 


on as flat denials, ard the Reaſon is: 
given aſter: It was not their Ground, 
nor their Oxer, nor their Marriage, 
bat their diſ-eſtcem of the Lord , and 
lis Fealt,. they made lizht of it... _—_ 

Ut 
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But though theſe excuſes were not 


_ good, yet they had ſomething ſpecious 
inthem : *'T was bx /ineſs,and conftderable. 


occaſions that werealledg'd ; And ſach 
Aﬀeairs they really.had ; for 'tis ſaid in 
St. Matthew, that they went their way, 


exe to his Farm, and another to his Mer. | 


chardiſe; ſothat there was ſomething 
zrxe in their Pleas, though the main 


' thing for which they were brought, 


was falſe, But now, if they had ſent 


word,that the Lords Houſe was ſo far, | 


eff, that they were not ableto go to it, 
though really it were within ſome few 
Furlongs of their remoteſt dwellings, 
and no further than the Zrker, which 
they conſtantly frequented ; there 
had heen more folly in this excuſe. If 
they had ſaid, that there was not room 
forthem all in the Lords Horſe, when 
they knew, that it was never f#/! on 
ſuch occaſions, and that a great part 


of thoſe that were invited would not ' 


come, fo that they were ſure to find 
too many empty places ; the excuſe 
would have been interpreted as a' 
Mckery, and 2 ſcoff at the invitation. 
It they had told the Meſſengers, that 

| | they 
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they would not come, except they had 
exch of them a Chair and Cuſhion pro- 
vided for him, and might, fit in fate 
and eaſe ar the Entertainment, this had 
been greatcr arrogance than appears 1n 
thoſe Refuſers. If they had ſent the- 


| Lord word , that they would not 


feaſt with him at ſuch or ſuch of his 


' Houſes, that were appointed, and were 


moſt convenient for their reception z 
but they would have it #ere or chere ; 


at home, and next door ; in places much 


kſs fit. This would have been a very 
bymour ſozxe and very rade Anſwer to the 
Invitation. If further they had ſid, 
that the Faſt began too ſoon, and that 
they could not ri/e ſo early, though the 
Sun was up many hours before, and 


they were abroad every aay earlier a- 


bout their other Buſineſs; this allo 
had been an ,4front to the Maſter, and 
2 contempt of his kindneſs. Burt if theſe 


| ſurly unworthy people ſhould have been 


humonr'd in at! particulars, and 
things ſhonld have been ſo ma- 
naged , as to have avoided all theſe 


| pretences : Andyer if afier ſuch cor- 
; ſcentiovs they ſhould have refuſed, 


they 
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they had confuted themſelves, and given 
the Lyerotheir Excuſes. But, if not- 
withitarding all this they ſhould have 
cryed out that they were perijh;ng for 
want of Bread, and clamour'd and 
complain'd heaviiy,th t Proviſion was 


not inade for them: What could have | 


been ſaid to ſuch an impudent brazer'd 


fort of Hypocrzces ! 


Sirs, here are fone among you 
that underftind what mean, : 1 peak 
not thus out of i{/ wil/ to upiraid any 
of yon, but l onght to 7d you, and 


to endeavour to co.vince you of your | 


ſins Whatever colours t..e guilty may 


ſet upon their neglects qd contempts | 


of Ho:y Ordinances beiore men, God 


will not be deceived or mocked ; there | 


Is .0 Putting Tricks upon him. It you 
will notbe perſwaijed to your Duty, 
he knows the reaſon, and "cis invaints 
maxe. falſ C ftuurijhesand eXCHjEs, Yea, 


ſome MeCTr.S prerences are {0 openly uN- 


true, and groſs, that they cannot. as 
much as hop? to decerve men hy ther: 


Every one ſees the falſbood and tins | 
8 


of their Allegations, all their 4Q;ons 
; Pro» 


©. 


to the Lozd's Supper- 


proclaim that they do not themſelves 


believe or mean any thing that they 


ſoy, and yet they have the prodigious 


impudence to lye on in the face of Goa, 
and Conſcience, and Men, So ſeared 
and hardned are fome intheir perver ſ- 


| ſs and hypocriſy, and aCt at that rate, 


asif it were a Play-game, and ſport of 


wit to ſhew how many ways they had 


to evade their Duty, with ſome ſhew 
of Reaſon. Sirs,W hen this vile fort of 
evil men have the Forehead to pretend 
Religion , they become the molt 1m1/- 
chievons Miſcreants upon earthz and 
the fitteſt inſtruments that Satan can 
delire or uſe ſor the Afﬀairs of his 
Kingdom. But no more oi them 
how. | 
Friends, 1 am exceeding troubled to 
fee how undutiful to God, and how n- 
kird to themſelves, how fooliſh and un- 
reaſonable many men are , when they 


ſeek for {tle occaſions to pretend, as 


reaſons againſt the grearcft and moſt 
important Duties; when that which 
would excuſe nothing elſe, ſhall excuſe 
them unto God for a neglect of his 

3 Worſhip, 
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Worſhip,in the greateſt Inſtances of it; 
An «kung Finger, a few Drops of Rain, 
the cold' Air, a Fit of Drowzneſs, an 
impertinent Yi, or ſuch like: Trifles, 
are enough to be pleaded for abſence 
from the Houſe of God, and Holy 
Communion with him. My Wife was 
not at home, or ſhe was. buſie, my. 
Childs head aked, or I had Friends to 
Dine with me, therefore + could not be 
at the Sacrament, Therefore 1 could not) 
For ſhame, falſe man ! offer ſuch excnſe; 
to thy Maſter, or thy Prince, when he 
commands and expects thine atten- 
dance; ſee how he will take them-from: 
thee: Yea, offer ſuch but to thine E. 


qual, _ waits for thee on Aﬀairs of | 


Moment, and try how kindly he will 
receive the diſappointment on ſuch 


grounds, Doſt thou uſe to ſay,/ coll. 


r.0t goout ro Market to buy Neceſſaries, 
becauſe "rwas cold Weather, I could nor go 
10 Dizxner ts my kinda Netghbeur next 
aoor , that inured me , becauſe I had 
prick'd my Finzer ? Are ſuc? pretences 
209 zriflingto be uſed on ſuch *ordina- 


ry occaſions, and are they enough for |} 
the | 


tothe Load's Supper. 


the Greateſt? - will they ſerve to excuſe 
thy neglect, of feeding thy Soul with 
the bread of Life, and rhy making Pro- 
2jþon for Eternity? Will they anſwer 
for thy. not waiting on the: Lord, the 


Lord of Life and Glory, when he invi= | 


ted thee to the Feaſt of Love at the 
Honſe of Banquets ? Whar thoughts 
haſt thou -of the Privileges of the Gof- 
pel, the Communion of Saints, the peace 
of Conſcience,the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the fore-taſts of Glory, what, I tay,dolt 
thou think of theſe, if they have not 
ſo much power with thee as the moſt ac- 
knowledged trifles? With how much 
kſ+reſpe& anddevotiondoſt thou ſerve 


God, than wicked men do the Devil 


and their Luſts? When they invite to 
jolly meetins and communion in debauche= 


| 1y andbeſtial madneſs, do the Blades uſe 


to make ſuchexcuſes? Are they divert- 
edand kept off from their brutiſh ſatis- 
fattion by ſuch Nothings? Certainly 
they could not ſoexcuſe themſelves to 
their Lyſfts and vile Companions. And 


do you pretend tobe Worſhippers of the: 
| G88 of Heaven, and WH! OG /LIpRETS of the 


beſt 
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beſt and pareſt ſort, to he Chriſtians, 
and Expe#ants of Erernal Glories az 
Rewards of your S2ro7ces; And do. you 
thus ſerve-your Maker, ow and then 


when the 14mozrr takes you, W hen the Y 
Devil hath no buſineſs for you, and yoh 


have nothing elſe to do. ? Are you not 
aſhamed to confels that Religion hath 
ſo little power with you ,- and that 


every thing can do no-more with you - 


than your Daty to Gea, and the Ine 
reſt of your Souls ? Do you ths work 


out your ſalvation? Do you thrs ſeek 4 ” 


Kingdom, an Heavenly Xingdom , a 
Everlaſting Kingdom? Is this the wer 


and ſtriving , andfighting and givin 


diligence ? Is this cutting off right hand | 
end plucking out right eyes ? |s this ful - 
faking all, and following Chriſt ? .if then] 


be any reaſon, if there be any ſhame, i 
there-be any Conſcience, if there If 
any. /enſe of Ged and Religion 1n you 


this your greatelt Duty anil Concern 
Make no more ſuch vain and {elf cn 
denning Ajologies, I know not wit 


wth. 


—— 


 #ndpatience of the Goſpel? Is this runnin} ©... 
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to the Lord's Supper. 


| ther it were not better for you once 
for all, to ſay you are »0 Chriſtians, - 


than to infiſt on ſuch ſhameleſs pretenti- 
ons for your neglects of Chriſt and his 
Appointments. I add no more on this 
Head now ; I pray God you may lay 
to heart what | have ſaid. 


Km 


CHA P.-VI. 


T Muft now diſcourſe with the other 
ſort of Refuſers, viz. | 

; (2) Thoſe that ſtand off upon the 

ſore of miſt akes of Conſcience, In ap- 

plying my ſelf to them. I ſhall conſider 


_ the woſt weighty Objeftions that carry 


any colour of Conſcience with them. 
And though 1 know 'many pretend 
ſeruples of this ſort, when in earneſt they 
a:enot the reaſons of their neglets; yet 
becauſe they are /o to ſome, | ſhall take 
them to account. They are of two 
ſorts : 

(1) Snch as hinder men only ſome- 


i 2) Such 


tines 2nd in pare. 
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. Sacrament, b»t 1 was not in Chariy and 
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(2) Such as wholly obſtruct they 
Communion ; and are pretended g 
grounds, why they cannot partaly 
with us at ary time. IS } 

Of the firſt kind are the/e that fal 
low; viz. 

[ 1 would not have negetted the Hol 


ſach, or ſuch a Perſon hath abuſed mÞont 
and | was at odds with him; ſo tha juf 
durſt not come.] | Jcrof 

Fo this | ſay, That in ſuch an Of p 
cafion , thou art ſeriouſly and 3mpart 
ally to conſider, whether. thy diſpla ye x 
fure were juf or unjuft, upon thed only 
termining of this will depend the ſtay time 
of the Caſe. If, ] pau 

(1) Thy diſpleaſure were j»ſ#, af And 
thy Neighbour hath done thee wraf plea 
and perſiſts in it without repentancelf and 
reparation "tis nowncharitableneſs tol Sacy 
diſpteaſed or to think amiſs of hinf caſe 
In ſuch a caſe thy anger is no-ſin,ſolu the i 
as It keeps it ſelf within jr/# bound} mor, 
Be angry,and fin not, ſaith the Apoltl tend 
Ppbef 4: 26. They maybe parte} Loy 
And-what is o.ſin canffot unfir us forth 


C, 


| totheLLozd's Supper. 
Holy Communion. For that Ordinance 
doth not oblige us to be reconciled in 
lovr thoughts to wicked and injuriores 
talf men, while they 4peritenrly continue 
{/«; It will indeed require us not to 
falfrverge our ſelves'on them to do them 
yorg, or to deſire their rune, or as 
Jolf much as hurt ; but not to have kind 
#9 and good thoughts of them while they 
continue obſtizate in their irs and #1= 
nah jwf ice; Otherwiſe it were inthe pow- 
{erof every wicked perſon to hinder the 
q good man from the Sacrament when he 
q pleaſed. On ſuch an occaſion (I ſay) 
IG we nay © be 37ocently angry, and nor 
q only picythe injurions man, which many 
# times is but a proud, though more 
] Xauſible word to diſguiſe our anger. 
* And the Perſon that is but thus juſtly 
ny pleaſed with an Offender againſt God 
e< and himſelf, 41s not indiſpoſed for the 
08 Sacrament thereby. If this be your 
caſe ary time, you oughtnot to permit 
s the injury of another todo you ſo much 
y ore, as to keep you from your A- 
ogg on Chriſt ap his Feaſt of 
« e, 


WT But 
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Bnt (2) If upon examination you 
have found, that your anger and diſ-| y, 
pleaſure was unjuſt,then the ſi and the] g 
wrong wason your part,and you ought! tio 
to repent as a preparation for the Sa.| yy 
crament, which indeed is the propereſt] ,,, 
Inſtrument to advance your further " 
degrees of Penitence. There you wil 4a 
find conſiderations and helps for the co-[ ga 
ling of the heats of your paſſion, and forſ;h,, 
the allaying the boi{ings of your rag ;yc 
and animoſity. I fay, if you are conf þ 
vinced in your Conſcience, that you; 
wrath is undeſerved, you ought tore| ,j- 
pent,and if you do ſo, you ought to uk youu 
the Holy Sacrament for the confirmatinl fee 
and heightning of your Repentance. | jim 
So thar the ſcruple- of not beingy wpor 
chartty, cannot juſtly keep any froll of j 
the Sacrament, but tho/e that: knonf yep v 
they hate their Brother without if frgy 
Cauſe, and are reſolved to perſiſt uf þyr x 
thathatred ; ſuch as will not be recovf to 
ciled to one that hath done: then may 
wrong, though herepents, and endaf thee 
yours reparation. And ſwch,in effellf pay 
renounce Chriſt, and declare ther they 
5 expe 


hen 
q 


tothe Low's Supper. 


expect no benefit from his err, or 
Mediation, for the obtaining Pardon 
for themſelves. 1f this be your condi- 


| tion, you. may well be afraid to come 
| tothe Holy Sacrament, and you may 


$well tremble to pray, Forgrve us our 
reſpaſſes as we forgive then that treſpaſs 
| gainſt us, Forthis is directly praying 
ainſt your ſelves. | hope it is nor 
us with any of you that make this 
exception. | 
Bat your Neighbour you think is an 


evil man, bath done you ajzry,and not 


&& you pardon,or ſought your amends, 


yorare therefore much diſpleaſed,and 
feel great anger in your mind againſt 
him, but yet are very reaay to forgive 
upon his acknowledgments and deſire 
of forgivere}s. IF it be after this man- 
mr with you, you onght not to abſtain 
from the Sacrament for this reafon ; 
but rather to addreſs your ſelves to it, 
to provide and pray that your juſt anger 
may not grow into malice and rage ; 
that you may not be provoked to re- 


- pay your Enemy one injury for ano- 


Pp 


ther z but that by the cue uſe of thoſe 


holy 
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' you any better buſineſs, than to pre 


holy Myſteries you may be moreincli. 
ned to forgiveneſs, when he ſhall be fit 
for it. Thisl think is /#ficienr for that 
Doxbr. 


(11) But T have ſo much buſmeſs fa. 


len upon me, that Þ have not time to pre. 


pare my ſelf, and therefore I cannn| 


COME, 


In a#nſwer-to this, I fhall ſay ; a 


thing that concerns, 1. Buſineſs ; andf 


ſomething 21y. that concerns Preps 
Yatzon. | ; 
" (1) As to Buſineſek. Doth your 
Buſineſs afford you time to eat, and| 
drink, and fleep, and none to fit your 
Souls for ſpiritual entertainments and 
converſe with God ? 
(2) Have you any greater, han 
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pare your ſelves to remember * th 
Love of your dear Lord, to meet witl 
him, to renew your Covenant witl 
God,and to receive pledges of his pay 
don and his love ? Do you not reckd 
that this 1s Buſineſs, and the moſt inf 
portant and neceſlary buſineſs 


(-. M_ - 


to the Lozds Supper. G5 
ſhall the greater matters give place to 
the leſs ? | 

(3) ls not much of the Buſineſs 
that hinders,needleſs ? Have you not 


-yoluntarily involy'd your ſelf in more 


fairs than it was neceſſary you 


' ſhould, or than your fate or ſtation 


in the world requird ? Might not 
ſome of it have been put off to ſome 
other time ; or might not the time 
that you ſpend 1n impereznencies be 
imployed in ſome of that buſineſs ? 
Ask your Conſciences theſe queſti- 


ons; and know that what ever Buſt- 


neſs you take upon you -o7e than 1s 
conſiſtent with your Duty to God, and 
to your Souls,that Buſineſs is your ſin. 
But if your b#ſ2:eſ5 were not voluntary 
but thrown on you by providence, the 
= fuch neceſſary Buſineſs is Gods 
work; and while you do it in his fear; 
and with an-eye to his glory, you are 


i| doing ſomewhat that is a prepar*tion 


Kol for the Holy Sacrament, or at leafk 


that which doth not by any means i- 
diſpoſe you for it. And hence I paſs 
to the Anſwers that concern, 


WE Wt 
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IT. Pzeparation. As to this take 
theſe two things. . | 
(1) There are Preparations requi- 
red to Prayer and Hearing, as well as 


to the Sacrament Meditation 1s the. 


Preparation for Prayer, and Prayer 
the Preparation for Hearing ; and 1 
hope that notwithſtanding your buſi. 
neſs you perform zheſe Duties : If zor, 
you are to repent ſpeedily of your neg- 
le, and to takethe firj# opportunity 


of the Sacrament,there to confeſs your | 


fin, to declare your repentance and re- 
ſolutions of amendment ;, to beg pardon 
for what you have omitted, and Grace 
to afſiſt you in what you reſolve. But 


if you have perform'd thoſe holy ſer- 


vices, then I ſay, | 

(2)That thoſe Performances joyned 
with Faith and Repentance, are prepa- 
rations for the Holy Communion. For 
when we hear, and when we pray,we 
do the /ame thing that we do at the 
 Sacrament;though zot with that ſolen-þ 
nity; we remember Chriſt when we 
hear, and we do the ſame, and renen 
- ur Covenant with God, when wepro 


(10 


/ 
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| habituate ſuch thoughts and reſoluti- 
| D 2 


wt... 


to 
(in which two I have told you the na- 


' ture of the Ordinance conſiſts; ) ſo 


that theſe a&s are 4;ſpoſitions and pre- 
parations for that which iS the more /0- 
lemn Performance. A good life in the 
diſcharge of our duties towards God 
and Man, is an habitual and conſtant 
preparation. tor the Sacrament , and a 
true Chriſtian is always ready and pre- 


| pared to rememberChriſt,and to confirm 


the Covenant whereby he is a Chriſti-- 
an. It is indeed very fit, that we 


' ſhould take ſome time before we ap- 
Proach the Lords Table, to call to- 


gether into our thoughts the ſeveral 
great Inſtances of the love of our dear 


Saviour, which we are to remember 
- there : What particular ſins we have 


to confeſs, and to reſolve and covenant 
againſt ; what Graces we want, and 
are more eſpecially to implore. T heſe 
things we ſhould'do,but they are not 


works that will require much labour 


or time, if we have been conſtant in 
the other preparatory Duties of Meai- 
tation, Prayer,and Hearing; for they do 


ONS 
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ons to the Souls of good Men. But if | 
thy caſe be ſuch that thou haſt been - 
an evil Man, .and negligent of all ſpiri- 


tual duty; but art now ſenſible of thy 
fin, and deſirous to reform ; that ſenſe 


and thoſe deſirgs of amendment(if they | 


are ſmcere, and if thou underſtandeſt 


the ature of the Sacrament,and Gods. 


Covenant that is [ealed by it) are thy 
Preparations. The moretime thou takelt, 


and the morePrayers and Thoughts thou þ 


imployeſt with other means,to make 
the ſenſe of ſin deep, and the deſires 
.of Reformation intenſe and great, the 


,mnore thou art prepared, and the better | 


things are like to ſucceed with thee. 
But if thy preparations are of a lower, 
and more imperfect degree (if of the 


rue kind) thou oughteſt zoe cherefor | 


to abſtain ; God will pardon thy infir 
mities, and accept of thy fincerity, and 
. ſtrengthen thee ſo, that thou ſhalt be 

better Prepared againſt another opportv- 
 vity, if thou art not wanting to thy 


ſelf, But as to this, | may hav, 
occaſion to ſpeak more under the nen 


Head, VIKe | 
| CIT.) To 
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_ * (I.). To: conſider the Seruples of 
| Conference, that keep ſotne of wholly 


from publick Communions, They are 


"either of /xch as refrain, becauſe (1) 
| they think rhemſelves unworthy,or (2) 

of thoſe that do it, becauſe they think 
prthers anworthy,( 3,)of ſuch as refuſe on. 
| the opinion, that the way of admini- 
fration is uzworthy. Maſt of the con- 


kderable and uſual doubts will fall yn- 
der one or othE of theſe.I.begin with 


| thoſe of the firſt ſort. 


(1) Wewould'come to the Holy 


 Communion,but alas we are not wor- 


tby of ſo great an. honour and privi- 
kge'z. and we are afraid to come, 
becauſe we hear.that be that eats and 


drinks unyorthily, eats and drinks tos 


own damnation. 

To this, propoſed thus in the ge- 
neral, Fanſwer, (1) We are alſo u»- 
worthy of common Mercies, of car, 
and Drink, and Raijment ; and of the 
mo e uſual ſpiritual Mercies, that God 


' thould ſpeak unto us,or that we ſhould 


be permitted to ſpeak; unto him ; ſhall 
we therefore /farve our ſelves,and go 
D 3 naked ? 


a” 
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naked ?. ſhall we therefore refuſe to 
hear and pray ? In the Sacrament there 
is ſomething of Duty, and ſomething of 


Priviledge;, when we are commanded ' | 
to do a duty reaſonable and juſt, ſhall |} 
we refuſe becauſe we are unworthy ?. 


When we are invited unto a Benefit 
great and free,and neceſſary, ſhall we 
refiſt it becduſe we are not worthy ? 
To do this is-to tender our ſelves 
more undeſerving.WhenGod offers Fa- 
vours, we may and ought to accept, 
though we are unworthy of them... 

(2) All men are unworthy in the 
ſenſe of the Law. . Every mar in 
his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity,Pſalm 
39.5. IWe areall an unclean thing, and 
eur righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags,lſa.64- 
6.. The meaning 1s, all men are Sin- 
ners, and their beſt Services are im- 
perfect and polluted. There 1s none 
Tigbteous, no not one, according to 


the ſtrictneſs and ſeverity of the 
Law, which requires unſinning obe- 
dience. This anworthineſs then is not 
a reaſon why thou ſhouldft refrain ; 


yea, 
(3) If 


wy 20 moe in de” ied 3.0 nd” we en ane 2 Er ors TS 
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(3) If thon art ſe/ible of this thine 
anworthineſs, and deſirous to be made 
more worthy, thou oughteſt for that 


| reaſon to come. 'Tis ſuch that Chriſt 
. | .. invites: Come unto me all ye that are 
1 weary and heavy laden,and Twill groe you 
| ref, Matth,a 1. 28. He came not t0 call 


the righteons,but ſinners to repentance , 
Mat.9.19. Ho every man that thirſteth 

come—lfa. 55. 1. The Spirit and the 
Bride ſay come,and let him that is athir ſt 
come,—Rev. 22. 17. Senſe of ſpiritual 


wants, and deſire of ſpiritual ſupplies,1s 


part of Goſpel worthineſs ; and that 
which gives a right to the Sacrament. 
Thy being an worthy Sinner,is not a 
reaſon why thou ſhouldſt refrain, ex- 
cept thou art obſtznately reſolvd to 
continue ſo, The Beggar is never the 
more «worthy of an Alms, becauſe he 
In rags and great miſery ; nor the ſick 
man the more unworthy of the care and 
pans of a Phyſician,becauſe his diſeaſe 


I great and violent upon him.If indeed 
the Beggar loves and chuſeth war,and 


ſcornscharity;if the patignt hates andre- 
f{s the Phyſitignand his applications;in 
| D 4 ſuch 
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ſuch a caſe the one is unworthy of re. 
kef, and the other of the means of 
bealth.If this be thy caſe in Spirituals, 
thou art wrworthy; and till thon art 
of another temper, I would not per- 


ſwade thy coming. But if' on the] 


other hand, thou art /erſ6ble of -thy 
fins,and defirons of pardon and grace to 
reform, thon haſt the qualifccativn 


that renders thee one that way and | 


ought to come : And thon art worthy as 


a Beppar is of an «lms, or the Sick of | + 
Phyſik: That is, thou wantelſt it, and | 


Chriſt invites thee to come, and to 


receive x ſutable to thy wants. 


So that if it be thus with thee, the 
ſentence of the Apoſtle pronounced 
on him that eats and drinks unworthily 


will not concern thee. 


But the Doubter preſſeth the mat- 
ter more particularly Knowled:, Faith, 


and Repentance are necefſary to this | 


worthineſs. But I have no knowleds, 1 
cannot believe, I \eannot repent .; and 
therefore am not worthy.) 


apart. 


[ ſhall ſpeak to theſe 4/tinftly and | 
&| 


tothe Lozds Supper. 


Asto what concerns, (1) Knows 


edge , 1 propoſe zheſe things. 


Perhaps thou art miltaken- in 
the Degrees of Knowledge that are ne- 


 ceffary. It is zoe neceſſary thou ſhouldſt 


have knowledge in deep and controver- 
fal Points ; no, nor yet in many do- 
Frinal Opinions about Religionthat are 


|. befs ſpeculative and nice - It 1s not ne- - 
cſlary that thou fhouldeſt be ac-- 


—_ with the d:/puted matters . 


ut the Sacrament,or be able to diſ- 


. rourſe largely upon the Subjett. No,.. 


Neceſſary knowledge is in few things, 
and rhoſe praftical. If therefore thou . 
art inftrufted inthe main plas» Points: - 
of Chriſtian DoFrine, and in the great - 
Rules of Chriftian. Life; if thon under--- 
ſtandeſt the Sacrament to be a Remems:. 
brance of Chriſt, and a. confirming 
our Covenant with God; and knowelt-- 


| thoſe eaſie things 1 have. before ſet- 
- down about it : -There is. no reafon- 


then why thou ſhouldſt plead ig:0rarnce;- 


 Inbarrto thy Duty and Privilege. 
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(2) If thou art really ignorant ia 


thoſe plain things, thy ignorance is | 


 inexcuſable ; "tis a great S/7, and an 


argument of prodigious careleſneſs and | 


negleft. For no one can want capacity 


to know things ſoeaſie,and no one can | - 
want opportunity to know things o - 
common, and no one can plead excuſe. 


for not endeavouring to know things 


ſo neceſſary. If this then be thy caſe, 
repent of thy ſtupidity and carelef- | - 


neſs that occaſioned - thy ignorance, 


and apply thy ſelf preſently to thy 
Spiritual Guide, or ſome honeſt know. | 


ing neighbour, to inſtruct thee in 
thoſe great and neceſlary matters. Be 


afraid and aſhamed to live a day long- | 


er in ſach dangerous darkneſs amidi(t 


. fo muck clear Light - And till thou } 
haſt got out of this ſtate of wilful 


blindneſs, meddle not with Holy 


Myſteries. - But this, I hope, is the | 


condition but of very few of you: 
Thoſe that make the ObjeCtion, are 
moſtly ſuch as do it upon the former 
| miſtake, 


= - 
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. miſtake, which I have endeayoured to - | 
' rectihie. | 


(11) Want of Faith is pleaded. 


 Andto this ſcruple I ſay, 


(1) Perhaps thou art oz, and haſt 
been m/ſ taught in the Doctrine of 


. Faith, - It way be thou takeſt Faith 


to be an aſſurance of Salvation ;. or 
ſuppoſelt that it requires thy aſſent 
to many Principles, and ſuch as are «- 
#eaſonable or doubtful ;, or perhaps thy 


' + mind hath been confoxnded by phraſes, 
-and various, metaphorical ,, and dark 


repreſentations of Faith; ſo that thou 
doſt not ſo much as know what it 15,0r 
wherein it conſiſts. Theſe all have been, 
and often are the caſes of many well- 
diſpoſed Chriſtians. The good man is 
not abſolutely aſſ#red of his Salvation; 
or he-doubts ſometimes of many Ds- 
GFrines and Opinions that he hath been 
taught to believe as Fundamentals ; or 


his underſtanding is confuſed by varie- 


tyofoddnotions.and therefore he thinks 


| he hathnot Fairh, anddares not ap- 


proach the Holy Table. If any of theſe 
be thy condition,reQifie thy _ 
and 
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and thou wilt be rid of thy vain fears: 
Conſider the matter freely ;, look on it 


in the Tight of Scripture and Reaſon, 


and thou wilt find, that zho/e conceits 


about Faith were groundleſs. Lay this. 
down for ceftain, I hat the plaineft and | 


moſt obvious account of it is trueſt ; For 
God would not make that the great 
condition of the Goſpel, which is dif- 
alt to underftand. 
Now the plain, ſcriptural, rational. 
Notion Is this, Faith. in the general 


is the belzef of a Propoſition affirmed ; 


Divme Faith, the belief of ſomething 
upon a Dzvine Teſtimnany;Goſpel ſaving 
Faith-is ſuch a belief of Divine Teſtimo- 
y, as hath influence upon the heart 
and preice, and confirms them unto. 


it. If now we believe other Teſtime- | 
'"24es, but not that which God hath-gi- ' 


ven us by, and of his. Sep, our Faith is. 
ineerly bamane, and we have nothing 
to do. with the Holy Sacrament. It 
we bekeve the Revelations of God in 


the Goſpel, but thar belief hath not yet | 


had fach power upon our affett50n5 and 
E&verſetions as. it ought, and as- we 
: deſire 


rs: 
| it 
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 #fire: In this caſe we-mmay,and 'tis our 
' &ry to.come to the Lords. Table, to. 


profeſs that degree of Faith which we 


have, and to pray for more, that it 


may be. made ſo ſtrong and.. rely. AS. 


 to-rransform our hearts, and. all: our 
powers .into the /zkeneſs of it,and into 


his likeneſs who. is the Author and Fi- 
riſher of our Faith, And finally, if our - 
faith hath already had this. effef# upon. 

us, we are to come. to the Sacrament 


 - for further. confirmation of it. This is. 
| theſhort and plainaceount of the mat- 


ter, and if I ſhould run it out into fur- 


ther diſcourſe, this part would be. 


diſproportioned to- the reft. If my 
brevity leave any of you: unſatisfied 
in t35,0r any other. things belonging 


| tomy Subject, 1 am at hand; willing, 
- and ready to give. you. further. fatis-. 


faftion. Burt, | 

(2) It may be the weakneſs and 
mmperfeftion of thy Faith makes thee 
think thou haſt x0ze. In this. caſe 
ask thy ſelf rhe queſtion : DoI think 
that Chriſt Jeſus was an [mpoſtor, and 
that the Goſpel is a Fable ? = 

ANY f= 
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. ſftartleft and abhorreſt theſe thoughts: | 


Hence thou mayſt be aſſur'd that thoy 

. haſt ſome degree of Faith. But that(it 
may be)is very /malland low : Be that 
the caſe; ask thy ſelf then again, 
whether thou haſt any deſire that 
thy weak Faith ſhould be ſtrengrhned, 
and thy imperfe& Faith ſhould be 7m- 
proved to greater and nobler meaſureg? 
If thou art a perſon fit to be dealt 


with-under this Head of Corſcience,it | 
is thus with thee ; thou art /orry for 


this imperfetion,and deſirous of growth 
and improvement : And if /o,apply thy 
ſelf to the Holy Sacrament, as to the 
proper means of growth, and remedy of 
thy imperfeions. Here thy Faith will 


be — and by exerciſe it will be 


felt-; ſo that thy doubts will be 
cleared : Experience will -aflure 
thee. And how thy Faith will by 


the uſe of this Ordinance,be quickned 


and advanced, I have ſhewn already. 


Thus to the Objection from the ſup- 


poſed want. of Faith. But, 
(ID) The: 
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: | _ (UID The good man thinks that- he - 


wants Repentance too: He cannot 
repent he faith, and therefore is not 
worthy. In anſwer, I take notice 
Bo” * 
In Repentance two things are con- 
fiderable, viz. 1..Sorrow for ſin, and 
2. Turning from it toa life of Holi- 
neſs and Virtue. 
 T. It may bethy Sorrow is not fo 
intenſe and great as thou thinkelt is fit 
and ſuitable to ſuch an occaſion-Thou 
canſt not weep and grieve ſb much for 
thy fin as the evils of it require; and 
yet thou mayeſt not wholly want the 
Grace ,of Repentance. Al indeed 
are Sinners, and all muſt repent : 
But Men art, Sinners in different mea- 
ſures and -degrees of guilt ; and 
their. ſorrow and humiliations will 
likewiſe be diferent. Deeper Con- | 
vitions and great? Aponies and 
Pangs of Sorrow may be expeted 
from them whoſe Sins have been cap;- 
tal and notorious, than from thoſe 
others whoſe lives have been more 
67241, and. leſs tainted with ranting 
Enormi- 
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Enormities. It may be then thy. E-- 
ducation hath been ſober, and thy: 
Inclinations. not bent towards the: 


groffer Vices;- thou haft not com. 
mitted any horrid. Crimes, or ſuch 


ſins as look Ghaſtly in thy Conſcience; 
and conſequently thyConverfion hath 
not thoſe rerrowrs, and that dread in: 


it,thoſe melting Sorrows,and violent 
expreſlions-of Grief that thou obſer- 


veſt in ſome others. Though it be. | 
. thus, thou. baſt no: reaſon to be: dif... 
couraged, if thy Sorrow be/o much as. 


to engage thee to humble thy ſelf. be- 
fore Gad, ſincerely to beg grace and- 
forgiveneſs,and to obtain from thee ha- 


zred of. thy ſins, and reſolutions. 
againſt them ;- that ſor7o0w.of thine is. 


Godly ſorrow,and. part of true repen- 


zance, though 1t have not the greateſt: | 


degrees of vehergence-: theſe may be 


wanting on another account alſo in- | 
them that are-truly Penitent ;. their. 


temper may be more cold, and their. 
paſſions calmer than others are; and. 
on this ſcore their-reſenrments leſs no= 


table, and the expreſſions of them leſs. | 


to the Lozds Supper. 
© eager”: So that violences in ſorrow are - 
| fot always arguments of true reper- 
- nce, nor the abſence of them a ſign 


| eouraged. And how both the former 


- 
— 


of ampenitency and hardneſs. If thou 


_ art fo ſenſible of ſin as to deſire and 


endeavour to overcome and forſake it, 
thou art a Peritert in part, and thou 
oughteſt to come to the Sacrament 
for the ſtrengthning of that ſenſe, 


- . and to'gain more aſſiſtance and more 


reſolution to fubdue thy ſin. And if 
there be any real defe& in thy ſorrow, 
repair thither, that it may be awake- 
ned, and excited to degrees more be« 
coming, and effettrve. KN 

| But (2) The Objeftion preſſth 
as to the other part of Reperrance, 7 


- cannot leave my ſin,and therefore dare 
Not. approach the Holy Myſtery. But 


doſt thou deſire it? doſt thou exdeavonr 


it ?If /o, though thy deſires are im- 


perfect, and thy endeavours weak , 
yet it is thy duty to preſent thy ſelf 


at the Holy Fable. There thou- mayſt 


expect to have thy Deſires increaft ,, 
and thy Endeavors beightned and en- 


act. 
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aQ of Repentance,which is Sorrow,and | 3, 


this of Averſation, are promoted by , Cl 
the Sacrament.. 1 have particularly | 


ſhewn in the former Periods,to which |- q.-4 

L refer you for your fuller Anſwer'to | 5; 

this and ſuch like Objeftions. -..,þ * 
Thus of the Scruples that ariſe þ 


from the firſt Head, the apprehenſion. 
of our own anworthineſs. 1 deſcend 


to another. 


- (1) Some abſtain: from the Sacra Þ / 
ment becauſe of the Unwozthineſs of | 


Dthers ; wicked men are admitted , 
and they will not have communion with 
ſuch. Yea, they are commanded to 
have no fe/lewſhip with them, Eph. 5. 


11. and t0 come out frog: among them, | . 


2 Cor. 6. 17. 


For the anſwering this, I propoſe 


theſe things to be conſidered. 


(1) Haſt thou taken the 24cthod | 


of our Saviour, Matth.. 18. 15. with 


the Sinner, from whoſe communion ] 
thou thinkeſt thon muſt withdraw ? 


 Haſt thon privarely told him of his 
Faults ? Haſt thou admoniſht him 
before Witneſſes ? Haſt thou told the 


Church! | 
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+ þ. Church ? If ſo, thou haſt done, and he 
1 | perfiſt ſtill in his wickedneſs, he will 


no doubt be /egally excluded from 


| .. Chriſtian Communion; and fo the foun- 
F dation ofthy doubt will be taken off. 


{T © (2) How art'thou ſave, when thon 
: | ſeeſt thoſe thou callelt wicked come to 


the Sacrament, that they do not repent 
of their wickedneſs, and come to the 


""þ holyOrdinance to beg pardor for their 
fins, and Brength againſt them ? How 
_ doſt thon know that they are - not 
come to bind themſelves by deep reſo- 
lutions,and ſacred vows, to a ſpiritual 
warfare, and a new obedjence ? Their 


coming makes Profeſſion of ſuch deſions 


and reſolutions, and how doſt thou 
know that that Profeſſion is inſincere ? 
Haſt thou a way of prying into the | 


Heart ? 


"But the man returns to his ſins as 


ſoon as he hath done, and hence thon 
wilt ſay, thon knoweſt his Hypocriſee. 
This indeed were ſomething, if it 
could be certainly fore/eez ; but how 
he will demean himſelf after the Sa- 
crament;thou canlit not foretel, This may 

| have 
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have more effect npon him than for | - 


mer Sacraments have had. This I fay, 
may be, and Charity thinksth- no evil, 
but beheveth all things hopeth all thinrs, 
1 Cor.13. Or, if it now again prong. 
otherwiſe, it is no certain evidence 
that the Man only made preren: 
and ſhew ; he might then- ear: and: 


and his l«fts were too ftrong for him, 


and carried him away againſt all his. | 


endeavours and reſolutions.. 

_ © (3) Thou performeſt other ſacred 
_ duties, in which. thou: remembreſt 
Chriſt, and haſt Communion with Gea, 
in the rompary of evil Men,” They 


joyneſt in hearing,and publick Prayer: | 


with: ſcb; and why. mayeſt thoy 


not be preſent at the Sacrament with | 


them ? : 
If it be pretended 8s a reaſon of 


aifference, That hearing the Word, | 


and Prayer, are converting Ordinan- 


deſign eruly, and well, but temprationy | 


4 


ces, but the Sacrament Is not-/o : I axk 
thee then, whether thou meaneſt by 
[ converting] a turning Men from open 


Infidelity x0 the Profeſſion of the Chriſti | 
a | 
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#1 Faith, and the owning of Chr;/ti- 


| anYirtues ? or only the rarning thoſe 


that profeſs this Fazch and Religion be- 
fore, to the prattice of them ? If thou 


| intendeſt the former, the Sacrament 


indeed is #0 converting Ordinance ; 
nor are the Word and Prayer ordi- 


narily uſed for ſ#ch purpoſes among 


ws, where the Goſpel is already ge- 


| nerally.profeſt : And thon doſt not 
| bear the company of the wicked, of 


which we ſpeak in the places ofpub- 
lick worſhip, upon any /#ch expeCta- 
tion. 

But if by Converting Ordinance, 


thou meaneſt (as is moſt likely) ſuch 
_ aone as God uſeth as a means to cauſe 


men profeſſing the Name of Chrift 


to depart from pri to turn from 
d fro 


jm to hohne ſs, an m bhe power of 
Satan unto God; 1 ſee no reaſon why 
any ſhould think or fay, . that the 
Sacrament 18 no Converting Ordinance. 
If it be not, either ?tis becauſe the 
Sacrament 1s 10 proper means,or becauſe 
God will zot concur by his Crace with 
It. Neither of theſe can be faid with 
any 
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any ſhew of reaſon : Not the former, | 


for why ſhould not the ſolemn remen. 
brance of Chriſt, and,the Conſiderdtion 


of what he hath doze and ſuffered, be Þ 


a means for the killing of fin, which 


he came to deſtroy, and the promoting } 
bolineſs, which he lived and ayed to | 
advance? yea, what can be ſuppoſed | 


more /jkely and powerful for the pro- 


moting of that bleſſed purpoſe ? why | 


ſhould not the fig and /eal of God's 
gracious Covenant to give Pardon and 
eternal Glory to all that forſake their 


ſins, and livean holy Life, be a fit In- | 


ſtrument to provoke thoſe that. un- 
derſtand it, to rezounee their ſins,and 
to devote themſelves unto Holineſs ? 
why ſhould not that ſolemn, ſacred en- 


gagement, that all that know what | 


'they do lay on themſelves at the Sa- 
crament, to endeavour to depart from 


every known evil,and to prattice every | 


known duty, be a means to oblige them 
to it? Certainly there is nothing that 


In the zature of the thing, ſeems to be | 


a more /kely inſtrument to convert men 


. froma life of ſin, to a life of holineſs; | 


than 
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' than the ſacred remembrance of our 


Lord at his Table. - So that if this 


| Ordinance be not converting, it muſt be, 
' becauſe God will not concur by his 

. Grace init : But whoever ſaith that, 
| ſpeaks what he cammor kyow,and cannot 


prove; he talks without book, and 


againſt it;and is ſo extravagant in his 


Aſſertion, that it would be folly to 


attempt the confuting of him. 


This I have ſaid on this occaſion , 
not to engage in a Coztroverſie, but 


. to clear a matter of Chriſtian prattice. 


And the very Root of this Objection 
lies in this conceit, That the Sacra- 
ment 1s not a converting Ordinance;For 


which there is 2othing but Fancy, and 
the bare ſayings of ſome miſtaken men. 


But now, if as I have proved,the Sa- 
crament may be, and is an Inſtrument 
to Converſion ;, then, why ſhould any 


refrain, ' becauſe evil men are admit- 


ted to it ? 

(4) If wicked men come to the Sa- 
crament that are not prepared for it, 
their unpreparedneſsis tbeir ſin,andthey 
ſhall anſiver for it ; But wc _ not 
there- 
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therefore to negleCt our duty, becauſe 
they have omitted ebeirs, We may, 


and we ought to adviſe,and admoniſh | 


them to prepare themſelves for the 
Ordinance before they come to it: If 


they will not follow our brotherly ad- 
monition, we cannot help it ; we 
have done what we can to render | 


them more worthy, and their fin ſhall 


not be laid to our charge. To prepare-] * 


Our ſelves for the Holy Communion , 
and to addreſs our ſelves unto it, 


_ that which we are ſure concerns us; 
If we neglect, 'tis our /iz, and other. 
mens ſins wilt not excuſe us. Their ſn- 


ning in oxe kind ſhould be no reaſon 
why we ſhould ſ;» in another. There 
Is no reaſon that we ſhould ſtarve 
our ſelves, becauſe others take the 
bread that belongs not to them. 


(5) If we are worthy Communi- | 
cants, and others receive #-worthily, | 


They have no Communion with #s, nor 
we with them: They only eat bread, 
and drink wine; but we partake Of 
the zvy/tical body and blood of our Lord, 
Our Communion is with the F ——_ 
WH 
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mich his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and with the 
| Faithful , worthy Recervers; but the 
| unworthy partake neither with « nor 
chem. If an Ape leap upon the Table, 
and eat of the bread where Friends 
are met at entertainment,ls he there- 
fore a Gueſt ?.Is he one of the Compa- 
| .ny? If writings are to be mutually 
ſealed there among the Friends, and 


| © that Creature catcheth up the Seal, 


\ anddoth as the Covenanters do, is he 
therefore a party? Hedoth the fame 
| «2:02, but not with the ſame deſigns 
and ends ; and theſe make the Commu- 
ion. The caſe is thus in reference to 
thoſe ungodly men that #:trude to the 
Sacrament ;z and the pious Communi- 
cants have no reaſon to think tham- 
ſelves concern'd in their company. 
Their bodjes are together , but their 
| gs at and move aiferent ways. 
The Communion is ſpiritual; and only 
thoſe that receive as they. ought have 
fellowſhip with - Chriſt , and with one 
- another. And this were enough to 
_ anſwer chat Part of the Objection 
alſo that is taken from the Scripture, 
| E -. w—__ 
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where we are forbid to have felon. 
ſip with'wicked men. But I add, 

(6): When Chriſtians are prohihi- 
ted wicked Fellowſhip, Epheſ. 5 11. 


It is evident that the prohibition 


. concerns Heathen myſteries, which 
- are there call'd the: unfruirful works 
of darkneſs,becauſe they were uſed in 
cloſe receſſes; and ver/. 12. The 
Apoſtle ſaith, 1: is a ſhame to ſpeak of * 
thoſe things that are done of them in 
ſecret. Chriſtians were not to com- 


municate with the Heatbens in their | 


 abominable Myſteries: No, . nor may 


they partake with wicked men in any |. 


ation of vice, nor make them their 


boſome friends , nor be concerned | 


wyh-them in other matters more 


than needs ; eſpecially if they are | 


openty prophane , and ob/tinarcly un- 
odly. But it "doth not therefore 


ollow, that they muſt forſake their | 


Lords Table, and the moſt ſolemn 
expreſſions of duty to him," becauſe 


evil men intrudingly preſent them- 


ſelves unto it. 
And ] 


—— 
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And whereas Chriſtians are com- 


 manded to come out from among them, 


and to be ſeparate, 2 Cor 6. 17. ?Tis 
plain, that the perſons they are re- 
quired to ſeparate from were Hea- 
thens and Idolaters: For they are 
called Vnbelievers ; verl, 14. Infidels, 
verſ. 15. And that they wer? alaters, 
is. intimated, verſe 16. What apree- 


ment hath the Temple of God with 
'  Jdols ? Whence it follows, Where- 


fore come out from amongſt them. $0 
that this place doth not-concern the 
preſent buſineſs z Chriſtians were 
to ſeparate from the Worſhipof Hea- 
then Idolaters,but it doth by no means 
follow hence that they mult forſake 
the true Chriſtian Worſhip, be- 


' cauſe evil Men +( who yet profeſs 
Chriſt) aiord the'r preſence at 
=; 


And this ' may ſuffice for Anſwer 
to theObjections taken from tne 7- 
worthineſs of others that are admitted 
in 271xt Communions.. 
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-Laftly, The -#»worthizeſs of our 
Way of Adniniftration is pretended 
by-ſome, as a reafon why they cannot 
communicate with us. I ſhall only 
ſpeak briefly to two. Exceptions of 
this fort. Cy, | 

(1) The Sacrament is adminiſtred 
among us in the way of Forms of 
Prayer , - which they think to be 
contrary to ſpiritual Worſhip. And 
. (2) kneeling at it 1s required, which 
. they ſuppoſe to be contrary -to the 
- firſt Example; and ſo an irregular po- 
-ſture of receiving. 

To the f/#, 1 ſay theſe things,(1) 
Worſhip and Prayer may be /pirirual, 
where Forms are uſed : For the ſpiri- 
rualjty doth not conſiſt in the inven- 
rron of :words, but -in the due #n- 


©. (A 
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rentionand ingagement of the Soul. If | 


we pray .i1n;faith, with humility, ſclf- 
reſignation, and boly deſire of the good 
things we pray for, we pray in the 
ſpirit though by a. Form. And if on the 
other hand, we expreſs our ſelves by 
conceived Prayers never ſo fluently and 
earneſtly,and haye not hoſe dj a” 

: 0 


- 
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| of Zoul'upon .us- when we pray, our 


_ prayers are, formal, though-withour 


a form... Which of theſe is-fitteſt in is* 
felf,” 1 ſhall not: diſpute, butonly ſay, 
that neither is unlawful, but both have 
their uſe ; and add, that oxe ſort may + 
be propereſt at one time, and the other 
ſort at another leaſon ; ſo thay 'tis filly 
ſuperſtition to be devoted to the opini-- 
on of one of them, as abſolutely to - 


condemn the other as unlawful. In + 


publick HZorſhip, Forms have the ads 
vantage in ſecuring the gravity - and - 
ſolemnity of it,” and 4n ths too, that. 
the Worſhippers k»ow what it is they - 
Joyn in : But in ſecret devotions,.com- 
cev' d Prayers may ſometimes ſuit bers - 
ter with particular occaſions, and may 
engage the affections zzore. $0 that 
either of theſe may be uſed, as ſhall 
beſt accord with the ends of Prayer. 
And when the publick. Aurbority of 


_ > the Churchrequires the one, we may 
_. not /cruple 1t,, though we are more 
 afefted with the other ; - eſpecially, 


lice we may in private take the liber- 
tyto ule which of them we think fit- 
E-3 telt. 
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| teſt. (2) Tho/e that are molt azainf 
Forms, pray by them, when they join 


with another that prays, though he | 


do it never ſo much er rempore : For 
the Peoples Minds are not concern'd 


In inverting the words they pray bj;the 


Min'ſter gives a Form to them. And 
if you away Pray 1n the form of a pri- 
wate perſon dictated to you ſuddenly, 


and' without deliberation, and which 
you do not know before, whether it 


will agree with good ſence or ſourdDo- 


Erine; why then may you not do it in 
_ the forms of the Church,compos'd by _ 


wiſe and reverend perſons upon ma- 
ture conſideration and advice; eſpeci- 
ally when they are ſuch as we do, or 


may know before to be pious and grave, | 


ſuitable to Chriſtian Veceſſities, and 


Chriſtian Truths ? - There is no good) 
reaſon that 1 know to make a ſcruple 
of "the latter, if we admit the for- - 


mer - 

(II.) Kneeling at the Sacramert 
1s not agrecable to the firſt Example; 
our Saviour adminiſter'd to his Diſci- 
pl:'s ſirring , and perhaps you fear 

| there 


. 
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poſture of Kneeling. 
- Tanſwer (1) we are not bound to 


there is ſomething of Popery in the 


Aa nice and punCtual obſervance of all 
_ the Circumſtances that were in the Pri- 


mitive Example: The Sacrament was 


firſt adminiſtred in the Evening in an 
"upper room, only to twelve perſons , 


and thoſe Men, and Eccleſtafticks, or 
at leaſt ſuch as were deſtined to be ſo: 
But even the Objecors do not think - 
weareobliged toact inthe Sacrament 
ſtriftly after the Example: of theſe - 
Particulars : and why ſhould we ſup- 
poſe our-ſelves to be tyed in the mat- 
ter of poſture, more than -in thoſe other 


Circumſtances, which we acknow- 


tedge to beof no binding nature ?(2) 
The poſture of thoſe times at meals 
was not ſitting, but leaning , accord- 
Ing to the then Cnſtom of the Romans. 


So weread John 2 1. 20. That the be- 


loyed Diſciple. leaned on his maſters 
breaſt at Supper. And thoughthe Englifh 
Tranſlation renders, Luke 22. 14. 
He fate down, and the Diſciples with 
him z it 1s in conformity to our phraſe 
E 4 and 


- A 063-7 "400 

© -D6 An Carneff Jnvitation 

4 and cuſtom, which is ſ#:ting : for. the 
word in the Original [a"tr:n] doth 


"Cable to azy other that is uſed, as well 
as fieting. So that if we are ſtridly 


lean at the, Sacrament, and neither ſie 
nor keel. © But (3) the Inſtitution 


manded kyeeling, as the poſture moſt 
Expreſlive of our Humility and Reve- 


vine Love, I ſee no reaſon why any 


ſpiritual food, and the ſolemn re- 
membrance of their dear Lord, ra- 
ther than do a thing ſo innocent, fo 
decent, and ſo reverend, which the 
Agthority of , the Church requires 
from them. He hath bur little ap- 


it 


not imply that poſture, ' but is appli- 
__tycd to the original poſture, we mult 


hath not hound us to either the one 
or the other, but left the matter .to 
| be determined by the gereral Rules 
of Decency and Reverence. And fince 
the Fathers of the Church have com- 


rence in receiving the pledges of -Di-, 
ſhould bogegle at it ; much leſs why- 


they ſhould refuſe their . Duty, aud 
 theirPrivilege, abſtain from their * 


petite to his meat, that will not eat 


Cem om % tr. = My > << 3% Ox 
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Elements, there is no ground why. 
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it except he may do it in ſuchafa 
ſhion as Is agreeable to his own hu- - 
mour. 

1, but the ObjeCtor doubts, that 
there is real danger, and ſomething 
of Popery in the caſe ; the Papi uſe 
kn&ling to ſignifie their adoration of - 
the Hof, and the Scrupuler fears 
there may be ſome ſuch thing in our 
practice. But this fear fs very «n- 
charitable and groundleſs , ſince our : 
Church doth ſo vehemently and con--. 
Rantly declare againſt the Tranſub-*. 
ſtantiation of the Romariſts, and the - 
adoration of any creature ; and ſince }. 
we are .always told , that kneeling is -. 
required for 20 other reaſon than to 
ſrenifie.. our Humility and - Reverence': 
And though the Papiſts do exprels - 
more by that poſture , yet ſince our . 
Church declares, that ch:s is all ſhe in- 
tends in reverence to the conſecrated. ..: 


any ſhould think »ore is meant by ifs 
Kneeling ſignifies Reverence as wellas - 
Worſhip ; and the declaration of the. 
perſon himſelf is enough: to- ſhew- 

E 5. Phic 
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which of them he intends. But beſides 
though the Papiſts adore the Bread as 
The real Body of Chriſt, and therefore 
kneel before ir, yet that can be no rea- 
ſon why we ſhould zor in this remem- 
brance of our Lord adore himſelf : They 


kneel to him as preſent corporally ; we' 
| worſhip him as virrually and ſpiritually 


preſent. 


This1 might urge further as a poſt . 


tive Argument for the poſture of kneel 
ing, over an] above the uſe of it, as 


an Anſwer to the Objection. - Thus, 
all acknowledge that Chriſt 1s to be 


worſhipp'd. Receiving the Sacrament 


is the proper Worſhip of Chriſt; and | 


kneeling 18 Aproper lignification of 4do- 


Y4tion. It follows that on this account . 


kneeling is fit, and fitreft to be uſed in 


the action of Communion. Bur I ſhall 


purſue this matter no further, what I 


have ſaid may ſatisfie the modeſt and 


reaſonable; and people that are ſet 
and reſolv'd in their Opinions, will 
not be ſatisfied with never ſo much 
MOTe. _ Tots, Fa 
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T ſhould now draw: to an end, 
but I am loth to leave you. without 
ſome particular Rules of Preparation ; 
Theſe | ſhall lay down plainly and 
briefly in.the enſuing Periods. 


CHAP. VII. 


"He Perſons that are to come t5 
the Sacrament may be diftin- 


guiſhed into. two ſorts, viz. Either * 


ſuch as do repent and are: ſorry for 
their $725 , but have not yet in avy 
good degree prevailed over them; or, 
thoſe other more improved and grown 
Chriſtians, who in conſiderable mea- 
ſare have maſtered their. Sins, ard 
are endowed with many habits of 
Holineſs. and Virtue. The fir ſcre 
are;yet under the Law, viz.- A ſtate 
of- ſenſe and convittion of: ſin, .but 
have not attained to the glorio 1s Lt 
berty of the Sons of God, or the.ſtate of 
Power over them, But the: others 

| have 
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havearrived to that power in compe- 


tend meaſure, ſo that ſ#. doth not 
reign in their -ortal bodies, becauſe 
they are not xnder the Law, but under 
Grace, For diſtinction ſake, I call the 
Hrlt ſort, Bare Penitents ;*+the fe- 
cond, the Faithful. Now the P: epa- 
7&tions that concern rheſe are different 
as their ſtates are. | 


I. For'the Bare Pemrents, and Sor- 
rowers for Sin, ladviſe them to pre- 
pare by the Rules following. 


(1) Endeavour to make your ſelves 
as /enſible as you can of the evil of fir ; 
Conſider itas an enemy unto God, and 
to your own happinels ; as the ba/eft 
ingratitude,and the greare(# deformity ; 


as a thing to be hared for it /clf, if | 


there were no conſideration had to 
its effe&s : Look upon it as the de- 


Kroyer of your preſent, as well as 
Future Peace and felicity ; as the en- - 


flaver of your Souls to the Devi, and 
that which debaſeth them to the 
likeneſs and condition of bealts. 


Aggra- 
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Aggravate ſuch + conſiderations in - 
[your thoughts by all the Circum- 

' Rances that may render ſia odious 
to you. = 


(2 ) Conſider: the graczo:m na- 
ture of the Covenant that God hath 
made with us in his Son ;. That by 
| that Covenant he-. hath aflured all 

true Penitents of pardon of their 
_ Sins, and ſtrength againſt them. So 
that be our Sins never 10 many, or 
ſo hainous, they will be forgiven, if 
we repenr and turn from them, 
and be they never ſo frong and vi0- 
lent apon us, they 'may be overcome, 
if we accept and-uſe the Grace that 
the Covenant offers to us. Repre- 
ſent theſe things duly, and frequent- 
| Jy to your thoughts, and for the 
making the deeper impreſſions on 
them, collect thoſe places of Scrip- 
ture that ſpeak ſo fully of the Love 
and Mercies of God, .his readineſs to 
pardon, and defires of our happineſs, 
the frequent and free offers of his kind- 
neſs; His invitations $0 Sinners to 
| . Come | 


- 
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come unto him, and his often bewas- 


ings of their obſtinacy and hardneſs in 
running from him : Conſider that he 


ſent his Son into the . World to ſeek 


and to ſave them that were loſt, to 
bring Sinners ro repentance , tO take 
away the ſins of the World, to deliver 
us from the wrath to come, and that 
the World through him might be ſaved ; 


I ſay, draw together /uch paſlages, 


awell upon thenr in thy Meditations, 


till thou haſt f//d thy Soul with them. 
And then thou wilt find great en- 


couragement to ſeek for pardon, 


and wilt be ſupported againſt thoſe 
faintings and. deſpondencies ; that . 


the meer ſenſe of Sin, without a 
Saviour ,; might occaſion' in thy 
Soul. . | 


(3) After this, ſummon up all | 


thy. Reſolutions, againſt thy Sins ; 
Conſider thy Bapri/mal Engagements, 


how juſt, and- reaſonable, and weceſ- | 


ſary they were z Reſolve to confirm 
them by. zew Yows. Content not 
thy ſelf with ſome cold and mndefinire 
inten* 
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intentions of leading a new Life 
ſome time or other , but endeavour | 


to ſettle in a firm , unalterable pur-/ 


poſe of fiohting againſt Sin, and lic 
ving unto God. Do all thou canſt by 
Reaſon and Religion, by the Conſidera- 


_ rions of Duty and of Intereſt, to fix 
thy Soul here. And then, | 


(4) Be earneſt with God ir Prayer, 
to give thee a fuller fight of Sin, 
and clearer, ſurer thoughts of pxrdon- 


ing Mercy : To preſent thee with 


more Arguments to heighten thy re- 
ſolutions, and to make thy Soul more 
capable of being moved. by them. 


1 ſay, apply thy ſelf unto God by 


Prayer , publick,, private and |ſecrer 
Prayer , Confeſling thy own vileneſs, 
acknowledging, his Mercies, and re- 
ſolving new obedience. And being 
thus Ivpared, 


(5) Look on \the Holy ns as 
thy great* Duty and Remedy ; As that 
to which God. calls thee, and the 
Rate and neceſlities of thy Soul = 
tnee 
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thee; As that Ordinance*in which 
thou art to ſeek, and mayeſt expett par- 


don and ſtrength, reſolution and peace. 


Conſider this, and raiſe thine apperite , | 
 andexpedtations for rhey that hunger - | 


and thirft after righteouſneſs ſhall 'be 
-.;” - And now when thou haſt exerciſed 


Ev thy ſelf in theſen#s:,; and the time of 


the Holy Communion approacheth. 
Then, | | 


(6) Imploy thy time in awgke- 
ning and: 
Chriſt thy Lord. Conſider . the 

_ of his Condeſcenſion, the 
Tindve s of his Undertaking , the 
holineſs of his Life, the . purity of 
his Dottrine., the heavineſs of his 
Sufferings , the power of his Reſitr+ 
rettion, and the glory of his Aſcen- 
ſoon. Turn thy thoughts earneffly, 
and often, upon theſe and ſuch inftan- 
ces of the Hiſtory of the holy Jeſus, 
and by them diſpoſe thy ſelf to a be- 
fitting remembrance of him at his 
TaÞle. 

And 


affefttionate thoughts of. 1 


WS. 


4nd - (Laſtly) Gather vp all thy 
[thoughts and-. reſolutions together 

. vizgthy apprehenſions of thy vile- 
neſs-:of. fin, of the Grace: of the Cove- 


| | nant, and the. znerits- of thy Lord, 
"thy -parpoſes of, leaving every evil 


way, and of renewing thy bapriſmeF 
Vows, and ſay to thy ſelf, Now is: 
the time - come-that I mult uſe theſe 
1 thoughts and reſolves, that 1 may 
obtain pardon, and ſtrength,  victo- 
ry over ſin, and aſſurance of happi- 
neſs : My Lord invites me to the 
great repreſentation of the evil of fin 
in his own /»ferings ; to Tee his Body 
wounded, and his Soul made an-offer- 
ing for Sin, in the Type of Bread bro- 
. ken, and Wine poured out; To re- | 
member his Conqueſt over Sin by 
Death, and a glorious Reſurrettion ; 
To ſee. the Covenant of Grace and 
pardon -. ſealed : He invites me to 
theſe privileges, and calls upon me 
to bind my ſelf ſtronger in-this holy. 
Covenant, and thereby- to make my 
ſelf the ſubje&t of thoſe bleſſings it 
aſlures and conveys. I ſay, ny 
| _ thy 


y 
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thy Soul . in ſach thoughts , "and 


therein humble Confeſſions, Sup- 


 ceive the benefit thou. art ſeeking 
after. Te TA 


Penitent, that hath yet made but little 
progres in ſubduing- of his Sins. 
And thongt: the higheſt degrees of 


it is, by ſo much they 'are more pre- 
pared, and ſo much more- they may. 


minds, that have not been uſ:d to 


gage them, as far as you. can ;- pro- 
ceed inthe” Method preſcribed with 


your 


Theſe are Preparations for a- bire © 


all theſe are not abſolately neceſlary 

tothe coming of /#c<.'to the 'Lords | 
"Table; yet the more they have been | 
exerciſed in them, ſo much the better - 


expect of the benefits. But if your 


ſpiritual things, will not fix long on 
ſuch thoughts and Meditations : In- '} 


that diligence-and care. that becomes. 
one that is'/er:045, And then, though |! 


6 


bring them with thee to the. Lords' | 
Table, ſpread them before#him !'Þ not 


% 


and thon mayeſt then expect to re- Þ 


q 


b 


| 


a 
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; 


| 


plications, 'and Acknowledgments, Þ/and 


& 
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.your preparations be: 2mperfett- now, 


| #hey may be more compleat againſt 


' another ſeaſon. If thou art ſenſible 


+ they have been ſo defettive, maintain 
and keep up tbat ſenſe, and reſolve 
"-ppon it, to endeavour to fit thy felt. 


berter for another Sacrament, by re- 


newingthe ſame metl.od, which will 


be eaſter for tes in the progreſs than 
it was in the beginning. 


As for the other ſrt, viz, 
I. Thoſe that have advanced in the 
congueſ} of their ſms ;, They are to 


| at over all the former Particulars, that 


T have adviſed to the bare Penitents : 


\ For being yet ſmmers, and imperfett, 
. they have need to uſe thar methed. 


And there are theſe few otber* Dire- 
f10ns to be briefly added, that do 
further concern them. t 


(1) Call your ſelves to a Particute 
lar account concerning your. $jz2, 


examining what vices you. are moſt 


additted to, and what are the ſms 
of. your cempers, or of your Pro- 


feſſuon 
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Yeſſion and: Calling : When you no F 


found-. thoſe, exerciſe particular 
| *Repent ace npon; them, and ps. 
new your reſolutions 2gainſt them. 


fary you ſhould” 


ſed end. 


(2 ) Examine what- —— you have - 
got a ſince the laſt Sara: 


ment, Whether you ; are now more 


tender and fearful of off ending God. 


than you were. before ; whether your 


wnclination to any evil be more weakxed | 
and morrified ? If fo, take incourages 
ment hence to go-o7-with mare Chri- 
{tian vigour and reſolntion.If n0t, bum 
ble your ſelves for your unfruizſulneſis | 


and endeavour. to diſpoſe your-Souls - 
to make a betrer- uſe. of the next op-- 
portuaity.. 


£5 (3) Inquire 


poſe and . ſubdue : | 
them, and that:the oy Satrament- 
| is tobe uſed as a 16475 forthat ble(-: 


Conſider, that allowance of them is: fn 
inconſiſtent with ſorcerity, and a _ : 


of true regeneratson-, that *tis neceſs 
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|-*(3) Inquire into the ſtate of your 
Souls as to your Graces; what Graces 


are wanting, and what are weak? 


which are growing, and which at a 


' 44d ? and when your have found the 
*J condition of your Souls as to zheſe , 
:] then exerciſe you meditations upon 
| theſe Particulars in the Life, Dottrine, 


and Preceprs of your Lord, whom you 


. | are to remember at his Table, that 


may be proper for your caſe. Apply 


| your thoughts, and cares, and reſo- 
| tations that way. Deſign and reſolve 


to attend the holy Sacrament for the 
ſupply of thoſe war, and to endea- 
vour to uſe it /o, thit the zceded Gra- 
ces may be 9btain'd, and the weak ones 
may be ſtrengthned, that thoſe that 
are at a Fay may be put into 10:50 
forwards, and thoſe that are growing 
may be further improved. If you thus 
provide, and imploy your ſelves in 
the method before remembred, you 
will then be meet partakers of the 
holy myſteries, and may aſſure your 
ſelves of the bleſſings and advantages 
which they convey. 

This 
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"His Subject would have requi- 
red a larger diſcourſe, but my 
preſent buſineſs* was principally- with 


the careleſs and negligent, to whoſe 
- condition I have moſtly applicd' 


my ſelf. For: the others, that ere 
ſolicitous for their Souls, and deſi- 
rous to 'be further informed about 
this great. and important affair of 


preparation, I ſhall adviſe them to get, 


and carefully to read and digeſt two 


excellent Books of the Sacrament ; 


The former called Menſa Myſtica, 
or a Diſcourſe concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper , by Dr. 


Simon Patrick'; and the latter named” 


the Chiiſftian Dacrifice, containing 
molt excellent feditations and Pray- 
ers, both before and after the Sacra- 
ment, 


In the fir deſign of this little 


Diſcourſ? 1 intended to have added | 
ſome things of that ſort for your 


uſe ; but while I was thinking of it, 
my Pious, Learned, and Excelient 
Friend the Author, ſent me one of 
thoſe his laſt Books, the "—_—_ 

al 
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and Piety of which is extraordinary; 

and there is nothing that I know fitter 
to prepare your affections,andgo excite 
them to the nobleſt height of dere and 
love,than thoſe Heavenly Meditations ? 
And you cannot uſe more proper judict- 
045 Or affeitionate Prayers, than thoſe 
he hath annext. So that I was exceed- 
ing glad when I ſaw this uſeful, much 
needed work, ſo incomparably well 
done,that there was no occaſion of my 
doing any more in it,than earneſtly to 
recommend that Book to your peruſal). 
And intreat you to get It into your 
Houſes,and from time to time to en- 
deavour to warm your Souls by it, 
when you are preparing for the Sacra- 
ment, and by it to fix you in your 
reſolutions of living according to your 
engagements there, when you have at- 
tended on that bleſſed Ordinance. 


And now, my Friends, 1 leave you 
to the bleſſing of God, and the con- 
{ideration of what I have ſaid. What- 
ever judgment may be made of it, 

| I 


ETD An Eariett Invitation : 


 T have this Teſtimony, that - 1 meant” | 


it ſincerely. And: LihalF never ceaſeto- | 
ay, that, bo "am 'F may fins | 
cerely prattice according to it. 


3 Tour fairhful Monitor, 


and Servant, 
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| JPhontcript; 
TO THE : 

QF 
Chriſtian Friends, 

B* iaes_the Writing of this Book 

for your Uſe, 1 have taken what 

| Care I could, you ſhould have it in your 

f Hands; 


= 
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| © Hands ; andeſpecially rhoſe of the poor- 
, . .er loxt PaoPoroes buy. % 7; 
treamly ſutisfied-to; perceive. ſo poodt an 
Effett of hoe Be Tavorir at os laſt 
ſolemn time of Sacraments. _ Such 
Communions have not beer”: here ſince 
our unhappy Troubles, that unhinged 
all : And now give me leave to ak 
You, * | | 
Did it not comfort your Hearts to ſee 
| fomathing like the former days of Cha- 
rity and Peace? Is it not a bleſled 
fight ro behold a full Aſſembly of 
Chriſtians ace with one accord, to 
Worſhip:Chriſt their Lord ? 1s nut the 
Service:»nore folemn, and are not our 
, Hearts more raiſed ? Are not our De- 
votions kindled by the Zeal of others, _ 
and our Spirits refreſhe by going to the ' 
Houſe of: God in Company ? 1s it not 
Joyful to ſee the mutual Amity of Chri- 
ſtjans expreſt there; and to joyw##n full 


fjoyntly vowing our ſelves to his Service z 
praiſing him for his Love, and waiting 
on bin for his Bleſſings? Is not this more - 
hke Religion aud Worſhip, than the: 

| diſcou- 


=» - 
CI” ee" 7 


conſent 17 remembring our dear Lord ; | 
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fortable than living in a ſtupid neglett of 


a great known Duty, - and better than 
running into corners after fancies and- 
unknown ways? 1s ot Rehigion /2nore. 


| bonour'd, and Peace more promotedgand 


Charity and Edification more advan- 


. ced, by ajoynt Worſhip of our; Re- 


deemer,than by Separations, and proud 
Singularities? Have not our Children: 
and Seryants a better Example | #n ſuch. 
aPraftice?and are they not prepared for 
Reverence, «nd a careful ſenſe of 


Religion, when they ſee fall Congrega- 


tions devontly attending uponthe Service 
of #8? Will not the great reproach of the 


Reformation,,be caken away. by:| our. 
nanimity iz» Worſhip ; ard the. ſcan-. - 


dalof our coldneſs and-want of zeal, 
that hath turn*d ſo many t0 the Church 
of, Rome on the one hand, and to the 


* Sets on the other, in great part be re«: 
{ moved,and our Church better ſecured in 


F 2+: theſe 
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theſe dangerous: days from thoſe Ene-. 
mies ox borh'ſages ? | 

To theſethmgs, Sirs, if you conſider, 
you muſt conſent, and T'beſeech you to 
meigh ſeriouſly the Benefits that will ac- 
crue t0 your ſelves and the publick weal 
of the Church and Kingdom , by an 
Accord iz» Worſhip. As you have be- 
gun in this, T hope you will hold on, and 
ſhew that it was not only a Fit of Devo- 
tion, or 47y by-conſideration that in- 
daced you to it, but a conviction and 
ſenſe of Duty. 

' 1 have-repreſented to you the neceſſity- 
of perſeverance i Religion, and the 
dangers. of Apoſtacy : They- thar' 
endure to the end ſhall be ſaved, ark 
1:3. 13, But if any man draw back, 
Ged ſaith, His Soul bath no pleaſure 
1f:him. ?75s arerrible ſaying that of the 

- Apoltle,which [ wiſh you well to conſider; 
It 1s impoſſible for thoſe who-were 
once enlightned, and have taſted of 
the: Heavenly Gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy: Ghoſt, and 
have-taſte& the good Word of God, 
and the Powers: of the World to 

come, 
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come,-If they- ſhall fall away, to-re- 
new them*again to repentance, #.6, 
6. ; 1 HG, 3 6 HP" 4 | 

Fo have now ſolemnly confirmed your 
' Baptiſmal Engagements, and ſacredly 
vowed your ſelves to Chrilt as his Ser- 
vants ava Subjects 3 whatever im- 
perfeCtion #bere was 1 thoſe begin- 
Rings,take beed you dd n0t actonmy they 
as nothing : God doth nor deſpiſe the 
day of ſnall things, Zach. q. 10. Tow 
ars-u0t'to be djjconray d becanſe you feel 
mor any great Effects at fff; the pro- 
preſs of "the Grace of 'Gad, hke the 
growth of Plants, is often by degrees, 
inſenſible ;, in econtinuante you will find 
the benefit, increaſe of your Graces 
and of your Comforts : But if you leave 
off what you have begun, you will grow 
worſe and worſe-; more hardned in ſin, 
and more averſe to ſpiritual Daties ; 
you will aiſhonowr Religion, and the ho- 
ly Sacrament, more by your Apoltacy, 
than ever you did by your former neg- 
lefts : You will offend and diſcourage 
others from trying thoſe ways which you 
have attempted and left ;, and wo be to 
"3 thoſs . 


pats = Polit = 4 
thoſe by: whom-ſuch' Offences come. 
- Bur, Sirs, I-2ruſ#; you, having begun 
in the! Spirit, will-not thus end in the 
Fleſt.':Tou have folemmly profeſt your 
Belief 41 Chriſt;and adherence r0-him; 
hatred of your fins,” and reſolutions. of 
new Obedience -- Aud 7 hope you ſee 
#0 cauſe to'alter your Minds:: If not, in 
the Name.and Fear of God, keep on ir 
your Attendance on that Sacred Ordi- 
nance: Ne =I\p bo vr of 
meeting Your - » profefin ove, 
and recejning Tokens. of his. Th 
riſtians 4id «t firſt every 
w, eek; jaws our frequency inthe ſame 
Duty may contribute much to the reſt0= 
ring that Divine Spirit of Holineſs, 
Peace, and Love, that was ſo emi- 
nent among thoſe Bleſſed Saints and 
Martyrs of Jeſus. 7 wiſh you would 
afford meQccaſion to deliver the Sacra- 
ment every Month -(al/the Year) as 
ao it during the Summer-ſeaſon, for the 
ſake of thoſe pious Strangers thar are 
willing to ſe ſpiritual, as well as na- 
tural means of health : 4:4 7 ſhould 
be very glad 10 meet more of you at ſuch 
times. 


- 
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times. It would be no hindrance to your 
-Aﬀairs ; for God and Religion are 
never out of a Mans way. At his, Table 
we:ſeek,and may hope to find his Bleſſing, 
and this is neceſſary to the Concerus of 
this Life, as well as to thoſe of 'the next. 
© And -methinks every one that hath a- 
ny ſence of ſin, and, remorſe for it,ſhoul4 
rejoyce there is ſuch a. Remedy, and 
have frequent recourſe 10 it. We fall 
into in daily, and thereby: wound our 
Conſciences, and. lay in matter for. 
troubles and fears + This obligeth . us 
To repeated Atts of Repentance, and 
the more ſerious and Tolemn 3t «5, the 
more effectual i will be, and the more 
comfort and peace will ariſe from it. 
Now mn the holy Sacrament we /0- 
lemnly profeſs, confirm, and exerciſe 
our Repentance,. and receive there al- 
ſurance of Pardon and Peace with 
God ; /o that our ownneeds ſhould ur ge 
5 to frequent attendance or thes ſacred 
Duty, and to deſire and earneſtly to 

expett the returns of it. | 

T his, as it would caſe thoſe that ar 
oppreft by the burden of their ſins, ſo 
F 4 would 
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would it be an excellent preſervative 
againſt it : For nothing tends more to 


hh are 
_—__ . 
wh" 4 


the deſtruCtion of onr {ins, and growth 
of our Graces, than often to examine 


our ſelves, to renew our Reſolutions, 


and to;mplore the Divine Aid andHelp: 
And to theſe Exerciſes the holy Sacra- 
ment engageth ms ; and therefore this 
is one of the moſt effeCtual Inſtruments 
of Reformation, and an holy Life, 
that we can uſe. 


' Upon the whole, my Chriſtian 

Friends, let 4 all repent and be heartily 
ſorry that we have hitherto been ſo want- 
Ing ro the great Duty, and to this Spi- 
ritual Intereſt ; and reſolve through 
' the Grace and Strength of God, to 
expreſ3 our unfeigned Repentance for 
our former neglects by our future dli- 
gente. TL: 

T9 affift your Devotions in it, I here 
annex ſome particular Prayers, which 
- thoſe that are not better provided, may 
fe as there is need. Theſe 1 thought 
very. proper to be added, becauſe I fear 
rrany per form this Duty in @ cold,dead, 
PE Te | cuſtomary 


by 
_— —__—  —— 
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cuſtomary manner, for want of ſome © 
ſuch Help. 

And now I pray God to. bleſs theſe 
poor Endeavours borh ro You and Me, 
and that we may be encouraged and 
excited by them to conſtancy in our 
Duty, and aſſiſted by his Grace concur- 
ring with them to perform this ſolemn 
Worſhip with ſuch Sincerity and De- 


._ -vOtion, that his Name ay be glorified, 
and oar Souls comforted with - the par- 


_ don of ozr Sins, ard peace of Conſci-- 
ence bere, and at length attain that 
everlaſting peace and reſt that remains - 
for good men in the Kingdom of our 
Lord Tfeſus : To whom with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, be Praife and Adord« 
tion henceforth and for ever,” Amen... 
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PRAYERS | 


FOR THE 


LORD'S SUPPER. 


- 4 Pzayer at. Entrance, tefore the 
= Holy Sacrament is begun... 


 Oft gracious Father, Thou 
inviteſt mea vile Sinner, 
unworthy of the leaſt Fa- 
your, to a Spiritual Bans 
quet, to a Feaſt of Love: Lord, Iam .. 
cone upon thy gracious call ; being 
poor and needy, weary and heavy la- 
den under the burthen of my fins, E 

| come 7}. 


© .124 Fong of Poayers 
come unto thee, O Lord, for relief 
and reſt ; Help me to approach theſe 
| holy Myſteries with fear and reve- 
rence, deep humility, and ardent de- 
votion: with an Heart full of Faith 
and Love; - ſenſible of *thy infinite. 
Goodnels in ſending thy Son to dye 
for me ; and of his inexpreſlibleLove 
in undertaking and accompliſhing the 
work of my Redemption, trulyforry 
for my. manifold ſins, and throughly 
reſply'd againſt them ;  and- grant 
Holy Father, that hereby ny Graces 
may be ſtrengthened, and my Sins de-- 
ſtroyed : That I may ſerve thee ſin- 
cerely and acceptably all the days 
of this mortal Life, and in thy due- 
time attaim thy everlaſting Kingdom, 
through the Merits and Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord and. 
SaVIOUr, Amen. 
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4A Pyaver while others are Res» 
_* cerving. 
Lord, I praiſe thy Name that. 
Thou art pleaſed to adtnit me 
to the Congregation of thy People, 
| to be partaker of the Communion 
4 of Saints, and in that to enjoy Ho- 
-Þ ly Fellowſhip with thy elf,and a com- 
ortable Earneſt of that glorious, 
perfett, moſt happy Communion 
| thouhaſt _—_ us ground to hope for 
j in thy" Kingdom - Grant, gracious. 
- Lord, thatI may thankfully and joy- 
fully entertain this PriyHege, aud. 
be diſpoſed by it'to Univerſal Chari-- 
ty and Eove unfeigned to theſe thy 
People, and to all Chriſtians. And 
| - -Eord help theſe thy Gueſts worthily 
{ *to receive'this preſent Token of thy 
| Love, and make them and me fuch i 
1 reality and truth as we are here 1a this 
ſolemn Profeſſion, thy obedient and 
faithful Sabjects. Let onr . hearts be 
knit to Thee and to each other, that 
| We 


_ , me... 
— ——.. - - #4 
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y we may henceforth live in unity and 

| brotherly Love, forgiying one ago- 

ther, forbearing: one another, as Got - 
for ChrilPs ſake hath forgiven vs; 

being pitiful and courteons, ready 

to do good and to.communicate ; ; to: 
diſtribute to the neceſlities of thoſe 
that want, and prepared- for every 

good work.: That Gods holy. Name. 
may. be. glorified, our Profeſſion a- 

dorned, Chriftian-People edified, and 
our Souls comforted with the Peaceof. 
God, and peace of - Conſcience here, 
and finally rewarded. with the. full. .| 
enjoyment of: the Love and holy com-. | 
munion of. the Father,. Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; through. Jeſus. Chriſt our: 
Lord. Amen. F" — 


Another.- 


> - - ad yard 


O Lord, Thou- God: 'of ' Loye, 
grant that-as:-we. thy Servants 
are here met if a joynt. and folemn; 
remembrance of thy Son our Lord, 
in obedience- to his Commands and: Y 
Holy Appointment ; fo all yh | 

| rs 
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bers. of thy Church may: agree in 
the ſame common Profeſſion of thy 
Name, and- of thy Sons. Religion: ; 
performing the great Daties, and 
participating the main Ordinances 
with oze.. accord, in one heart and 
one mind, that our. Diviſions. being 
cur'd and our Animoſities laid aſide, 
the Scandals occaſion'd by them may ' 
be removed, Atheiſm - and: infidelity - 
may. be aſhani'd, all wickedneſs, 
Spiritual as well as. Carnal., may 
be diſcountenanc'd , and true pra- 
Ctical goodneſs advanced in the 
World : That | Peace and Love, 
and all the bleſſed fruits of them , 
may abound, and true Religion 
-in the power of it, may glorioufly 
increaſe; that the Profeſſors of it 
' may no longer contend about 245», 
Anniſe, and Cumin, but heartily and 
ſincerely mind the great things of the 
Law; and particularly the Law of 
Love, that New. Commandment, that 
we ſhould love one another - That we 
may return to the Primitive bleſſed 
temper of Holineſs and Charity, _ 
re- 


H4 
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frequent Communion ; that we-may 
ſhew our Faith by our Works, and 
our Love by our Obedience ; and not 


ſpend our zeal and ſtrength in diſpu- . - 


ting, but ingage the - vigour of our 


Aﬀections and Reſolutions in. holy. 


living, and hereby expreſs our affe- 
ctionate remembrance of Chriſt, and 
prepare our ſelves for that enjoyment 


of him, which we exped through the 
Merits and Mediation: of that bleſſed 


L Lord and Saviour. Ame. 


A-JNaper when the Miniſter = 


draws near with the Ele: 
ments, 


LI that I was-born in a Chriſtian- 
Land and admitted to thy Church- 


by. Baptiſm , - and. have lived to a 


_ capacity of ſfaling. my Baptiſmal- | 


Vows in-mine owt perſon : Lord, I 
heartily take thoſe Engagements up* 


on my ſelf ;. I renounce all ſins, the 
works of the Devil,and worldly vani-- 
| | tics- 


ul ek wo an 


ties/and ſenſual liſts - I heartily be- 
lieve'thy holy Religion, and fincere- 
ly profeſs, *conſtantly to-endeavour to. 


obey thy Laws,and garneſtly implore 


the affiſtance of thy Grace and Spirit 


to enable me to keep theſe Reſoluti- 
- *ons ; through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
afmen, > 1 | 


A Prayer at the Receiving of the 


Bead. 


' 1 + Ord, Ireceive this broken Bread, 


-; the repreſentationiof thy Body, 


' in memory of thy wonderful Incar- 
- Nation, and meritorious Sufferings, 


and vow by it, that I will by the 
Grace of God perſiſt in the ſtedfaſt 
Faith of thy moſt excellent Religion, 
and ſincere Obedience to thy moſt 
holy Laws, to my. Lifes end. Amer, 


Another. 


JF Ord, 1 believe, help my unbclief. 
£&. Itake this Sign of thy Body as a 


' Token of thy Love, -and ſeal of thy 


Promiſt es, 
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Promiſes, to obtain for. me the Par- || 
'don of my Sins, and.the Salvation'of | 


my Soul, upon the terms of Faith and 


new Obedience * Lord, I ſtand to my * | 


'part of the Covenant, and ia fult af- 


ſurance of Faith, Irely on thee for, 
the accompliſhment of -thine : Be it | 
unto me according t0 thy word. Amen. 


Amther. | 


Rant, O Lai that this Bread: | 


' of Life, "receiv?d by me - in 


- edfaſt Faith and humble Thankfol- . 
nefs,may refreſh and nouriſhmy Soul, 


and be an effectual means of the 


growthof my Graces,and increaſe of | 


my Comforts, till I come to-LifeE> 
verlaſting, through Jeſus. Chriſt my 
Lord. Amer.. 


_ 4 Prayer at the Receiving of the 


Clip, *Z 


* Ord, I remember with'all humilj 


ty and gratitude the Effulion of 
thy precious Blood for me, and- the 
 Attone- 


/ 


1 Attonement. made by it: Grant me 
1] ſuch aſenſeof thoſe Sufferings as may 


| abdſuchan apprehenſion of that Pro- 
pitiation, as may .cencour:e my ad- 


' *pardon and peace ax quicken my 

and holy Living, till I obtain the 

_ - Bleſſings thou' haſt purchaſed by thy 
Merits, and promiſed in thy Goſpel. 
' Amen, ib 355 Sr”: - 2; 


Vy 


. ſenfible'of this aſtoniſhing goodneſs ; - 


Precious. Blood, to whom be-praife 
-and: adoration for eyer- and- ever. 


. 
- es o 
as.” 


- 


fo2 the Lozws Stpper. 13x 
awaken adue abhorrence of my ſins, 


dreſſes to the Throne of Mercy for 


Endedyours in the ways of Repentance 


: $0Y * 5 ns oa ry 
-— -* Another. © 6 


- 


T Hat manner of Love was this 
that while we were Enemies 
Chrift dyed ? Lord, make me deeply 


and enable me to expreſs my thank- 
fulneſs by a conſtant and intire ſub- 
kCtion unto Zim,who hath bought me 
with the ineſtimable price of his moſt 


Am Ch. 
Another, 
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} » I; 
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commemorate z. that-being deliyerd 
from the terrors of guilt and weanh;l 
may, ſerve rhee without fears 411, nighte- 
"0ufne[s and bolineſs all the days of " life, 
according to the. Precepts of , thy 
'Golpel,* which thou haſt enforced by 
thy holy Example, and: ſealed by thy 
meritorious Sufferings.* Amen. 


A Prayer after receiviu$ ig Path | 


Rinils, 


.' Af 14, Glory;and Praiſe;and Ado- 


-A-: ration be-given tothee,OLord, 
.for.all thy Benefits, eſpecially-for thy 


Son, for his Life and Death, Reſur- - 


rection and Aſcenfion:; for his. Do- 
Etrine-and for ;his. Example ; for the 


,apPointwent of this Memorial Feaſt:;, 
' for thy gracious Invitation of poor 


Sinners to thy Table, and for thy ad- 


| $pctn >. waſh -me from..my fins T 
through that Blood which 1 here 


( 
2 
] 
| 


mitting 


| 
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mitting” me the unworthieſt of them 
to partake of thy Spiritual Dainties. 
Let me never forget this Loye, or 
ceaſe to remember this dear Lord; 


-|- but carry the thoughts of him and it 
into all my affairs, that they may re- 


gulate and direCt'the ations of my 


| life, to th& promoting his Honour , 


and expreſſing my acknowledgments 
of his goodnefs : That fo at Iaſt I 
may partake of his Glory, and enjoy 
the full manifeſtation of his love, 
through his Merits and Mediation , 
in his Heavenly and everlaſting King- 
dom. Amen, Ss 


Another. 


Lord, I have now once.more,, 

in confidence of thy gracious . 
aſſiſtance; - entred into a folemn reſo- 
lation againſt my ſins, to be. more 
watchful over my ways, and to have 
more regards unto thy Laws. I' moſt 
humbly and penitently implore thy 
pardon for my manifold breaches of 
ſuch ſacred Vows; thoſe at B—__ 

| an 


I vwÞ —_ ſince at thy Table : 


Touns of Pravers © 


now earneltly beſeech thee to afford 
me ſuch meaſures of that Grace, 
tthy Son hath. purchaſed and, 
promiſed, as. may be ſufficient to+ 
{trengthen my natural weakneſs, and. 
to overcome my powerful temptati- 
ons; that I may ſerve : accept- 
ably, and faithfully, all the days of 
my life; through Jeſus Chriſt my Sa- 
ViOUr. Amen, 


Another. 


Lord, Thou haſt ſealed to me 


the "Covenant of thy Grace 
made to me in and through thy Son , 
- and afſur*'d me of the forgiveneſs of 
my Sins, the Power of thy Grace, 
the Light of thy Countenance, and 
the enjoyment of thy Love, upon the 
Conditions of Faith and Repentance. 
Lord, I moſt ſubmiſſively praiſe thy 
Divine Majeſty for this Grace, and 


wonderful condeſcention,in entering 


into Covenant with ſuch a worthleſs 
Sinner 3 : I foreverloye and adore thy 


_ bleſſed 


| 


And 1: 


L 


Lam. A nn. 


foz the Lozds Supper. hw 75 0 | 


1 bleſſed Son, my dear Saviour, for 
the Meritsof his Life and Death, by 
{- which he hath ſatisfied thy Juſtice, 


and-procured this gracious Covenant. 


Help me, O Lord, to abound more 


and more In acts of devout Praiſe and 


Holy Love; and to give conftant heed 


to the diligent and ſincere perform- 
ance of thoſe reaſonable Conditions 


| which thou haſt required, and I have 


| *accepted,and engaged to fulfil : That 


I may obtain the effects of thy gra- 
cious Prowiſes, through Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord. Amen. | | 


